New Creation Teaching Ministry Weekly Classes 2006
Tuesday Nights Term 2 2006 Martin Bleby
THE GIFT OF GOD: BAPTISM AND THE LORD& SUPPER AS SACRAMENTS OF THE CROSS

THE GIFT OF GOD: BAPTISM AND THE L ORDOSSUPPER
AS SACRAMENTS OF THE CROSS

Martin Bleby

Introduction

BAPTISM AND THE LORD’S SUPPER

They would appesr to be simple actions accessible to all. Wash someonein water: ®aptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy SpiritQ(Matt. 28:19). Share a
meal of bread and wine (Take, eat . . . Drink from it, al of youO(Matt. 26:26E27). Jesus
with an unering sense of human makeup and needs, imparted wha he had to give notjust by
words but also by actions They are indeed smple and accessible signs tha go deep to the
heart, and have remained powerful throughthe centuries. We might expect tha here is one
area of practice and teaching where Christians could readily come to undestanding and be
onein agreement.

Yet few areas of Christian theology and practice have been made more complicated.
Baptisn and the Lord@ suppe have been philosophised, metaphyscalised, liturgised and
even commercialised amog beyond recognition. And nothing has divided Christians more
deeply than the teaching and practice of these smple actionstha are tha are given for usto
beonein. It would appear that much is at stake here, and that it is here that the devil @ attacks
have been among his mog subtie and deadly, with sinful human flesh, backed up by the
jeeringworld, only too willing to take up his ploy.

Isthere away back to the smplicity, depth and unity of these actionsgiven to usby Jesus?
It might appear dmog too much to hopefor. We may have good groundsfor fearing tha our
very attempt might only add to the complication and division. Any such attempt would need
to be approached with needful humility and love Y et we cannotabandonthefield to the evil
one and it isincumbent uponus to seek to enter into these gifts with all our heart and mind
and strength.

The contention of this seriesis tha two thingsin particular bedevil our undestanding and
practice of baptism and the Lord@ suppe. (1) They become detached from the primary action
of God, to take on the character of human actions promoting self-redemption, and (2) they
become dissociated from the offensve scandd of the cross of Christ, to be made into
generalised religious occasionstha fall little short of idolatry. While some demolishing of
intellectud, dodrind and liturgical accretions may be necessary, at the heart of our
examinaion is a reassertion of the centrality of God® action in these gifts, and of ther
ingparable connection with the saving death of Christ on thecross.

Jesus said to the woman at the well, @f you knew the gift of God, and who it is tha is
saying to you, GGive me a drink,Oyou would have asked him, and he would have given you
living waterQ(John 4:10). Jesus himself, in person, is the gift of the Father: in his sacrifice of
himself on the cross, and in the new life tha flows in al who bdieve in him as the risen
Saviour and Lord.

Baptism and the Lord@ suppe are powerful signsgiven to us by Jesus tha use words and
simple gifts of God@® creationN water, bread and wineN for usto participate by faith in his
saving desth and resurrection, and in al the goodthingsganed for us by him in this world
and the next.
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Theword GacramentOis used here as a handy designaion of both these actions It isnota
biblical word, and is not used in any way as a starting-point to undestand thar nature and
fundion. It isrecognised tha some Christian traditionseschew the use of theword atogeher
because of certain connottionsit may have. Its use here does not presuppo® any particular

Qacramental theology®

What hasbeen our experience of bapism andthe Lord@ suppe?

What significance hawe they hdd for us?

What experience have we had of these actionsbeng madeconplicated, or divisive?
How do we see themin relation to the action of God, andthe cross of Christ?
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Study One

THE GIFT OF GOD: CREATION

All Things Come from God

A basic question we must ask in coming to a consideration of the sacraments is. Do we live
from God, or from ourselves?

The underlying assumption behind much of modern life is tha we live from ourselvesN
our life is built out of our own indgendent resources. The Bible brings a very different
perspective:

| know, O LORD, that the way of man is not in himself, that it is not in man who walks to direct his steps
(Jer. 10:23).

Rather, we are made for faith in God, from whom our life has come, and in whose hands it
still is:

Trust in the LORD with all your heart,
and do not rely on your own insight.
In all your ways acknowledge him,
and he will make straight your paths.
Be not wise in your own eyes,
fear the LORD, and turn away from evil.
It will be healing to your flesh
and refreshment to your bones (Prov. 3:5E8).

This biblical undestanding goes back to the beginning, and coversthe whole of creation:
In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth (Gen. 1:1)

Thisis notjud a statement of the way thingsare. It has a persond dynamic: life, and breath,
and all thingscome to usfrom God in apersond way, gift-wise:

he himself gives to all men life and breath and everything (Acts 17:25).

In many cultures, agift implies some sense of obligaion on the part of therecipient to the
donor, which can berelieved by some appropriate payment, which then releases the recipient
from the obligaion. Undelying this is a preferred sense of indgpendent separation between
the two. It comes as a not-aways-welcome surprise to us that God® giving has noneof tha
kind of obligation or separationN it is purely thegiving of love?

Even 0, it remainsinescapably truethat, as Johnthe Baptist said:

No one can receive anything except what is given him from heaven (John 3:27).

! In using the Revised Standard Version of the Bible here, we adopt the literal meaning and conventional usage
of the biblical languages that the masculine includes the feminine.

% This is expressed in the prayer of Ignatius Loyola: Go give, and not to count the cost . . . to labour, and not to
ask for any reward, save that of knowing that we do thy willQ(Frank Colquhoun, comp. and ed. Parish Prayers,
Hodder and Stoughton, London, 1967, p. 194), where our giving is to be after the manner of God®.
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Thisis expressed also in these othe statements of Paul the apodle:
What have you that you did not receive? If then you received it, why do you boast as if it were not a gift?

all things are from God (1 Cor. 4:7; 11:12)

Do we generally assume that we are to live from ourselves and from our own resources?
When hawe we foundthat our way is nat in ourselves?

Whatis our experience of obligaton-laden giving?

Whatis our experience of obligaton-free giving?

The Unity of All Things

As God is the one source of al things then we may expect that al thingsGod has made will
have a certain unityN of origin, pumpose, movement and destinaion. We find this to be the
case:

GDr who has given a gift to him that he might be repaid?OFor from him and through him and to him are
all things. To him beglory for ever. Amen (Rom. 11:35E86).

We find tha this unity is groundel in a oneness that exists within the Godhead, between
the Father and the Son:

for usthereis one God, the Father, from whom are al things and for whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus
Christ, through whom are all things and through whom we exist (1 Cor. 8:6).

Paul also spesks of Ghe one SpiritO(1 Cor. 12:13), who works in concert with Ghe same
LordCand Ghe same God (1 Cor. 12:4E6).

We find this unity reflected in the oneness of the human race, in origin and in destiny.
First we are told tha God made al naions Grom oneD(Acts 17:26); tha is, from @ne
ancestorQ or of @nebloodd Doubiess this implies also tha we are to be one as Paul goes
onto say, in our seeking and finding of the one God, and our relating to Him togeher as our
oneFather. Similarly, we find tha the man and the woman are made from oneN Goneof my
bones and flesh of my fleshN to be @ne fleshQ(see Gen. 2:21ER4; compae Eph 5:31E83).
This unity of the human race is to be headed up in Christ, in whom @l thingshold togeherO
(Col. 1:17)N as indeed @l things have been created through him and for him® Out of the
disunity that has come (as we will see bdow), this unity has been effected when in Christ
God recondled the sinful world to Himself by dealing with sin in the cross of His Son (see 2
Cor. 5:19)N Gy making peace throughthe blood of his crossQ(Col. 1:20)N to make one @ew
humenityGin Christ (Eph. 2:15 NRSV). We see this coming to fruition in Hebrews 2:10B13,
when the Father, @or whomand by whomall things existQ has given His Son to bring Gnany
sonsto glory® and the Son, who shares the @neoriginQwith those who are sanctified, and Gs
not ashamed to call them brethrenQ stands before the Father to say: Here am |1, and the
children God has given meO

The destiny of the whole creation hangs on this destiny of the human race. We see tha
God@ origind intention and ultimate purpose is Go unite all thingsin him [Christ], thingsin
heaven and things on earthQ(Eph. 1:10), as the whole creation comes to participate with usin
Ghefreedomof theglory of the children of God(Rom. 8:21 NRSV).

3 See NRSV translation and footnote.
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What sense hawe we had of the unity of all things?
When hawe we known that unity to bedisoined?

Sin and Disjunction

We will find that these thingsare germane to any right undestanding of the sacraments. We
also need to clear the groundof certain ways of thinking tha are not in keeping with God®
ways as these are revealed in the Bible, tha can discolour everything we hear.

Paul says tha the rot set in when the human race, althoughwe knew God, @id not honour
him as God or give thanks to himO(Rom. 1:21). This meanswe no longe saw all things as
coming from God, to work according to His purpases, but began to see them as coming from
ourselves or somewhere else, with a separate purpose tha we could implement for ourselves.
Thuswe @xchanged the truth about[or of] God for a lieQ(Rom. 1:25), and oriented our lives
in worship towardsthingstha God has made rather than to the One who made both them and
us

With this, Ghey became futile in thdr thinking and ther senseless mindswere darkened.
Claiming to be wise, they became foolsO(Rom 1:21ER2). This meanstha we cannotmake a
true assessment of the world and the way things are, without the cleanang and revealing
reorientation tha comes from the Father throughChrist by the Spirit of God. Withoutthis, we
will come up with all sorts of seemingly wise religiousand philosophical approaches to life,
but our GvisdomOwill befalse and foolish. Every religion and philosophy mug be brougtt to
thebar of Romans 1:18E82,and judged in itslight

There we also find the proliferation of degrading human impurty, perversity and
wickedness, with its attendant guilt, shame, and attempts at self-judification. Apart from the
redemption tha is in Christ, al of our religionsand philosophies will partake of and serve
these thingsal so.

These thingsmay affect even our undestanding of the Christian sacraments. That is why
we mug seek to undestand them with a cleansed mind and heart. We will look at a couple of
thingsin particular tha can give usadistorted view of the sacraments.

Spirit and matter

Sacraments are often seen in connection with a distinction tha is made between matter
and spirit.

In God® good creation there is a valid distinction between spiritud and materia beings
and things There are angds, and there are rodks. But it is a mistake to set one agang the
other, or to place a ggp between them tha mug then be bridged by something else.

For example, Plato and the pagan Greeks used to say that the spiritud is better, and highe
and more real than the material things and tha matter islow, and tainted, and evil. They saw
themselves as having a spark of the divine in them, which needed to be released from its
material prison, and they shgped ther philosophies and religionsaccordingly. Much western
education and thought and much of what passes for Christian thinking, is groundel in such
assumptionsas these.

In the light of Romans 1:18B882, we can undestand why the Greeks did this. They found
themselves in aworld where evil was active in them and aroundthem, and where they were
separated from God and from the goodthings that God has prepared for those who love Him.
Being made in the image of God, they sensed that they were intended for something better
than this. Being sinnas, like the rest of us they wanted to be able to pesist in thar
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independent stance againg God, without necessarily coming to repentance from ther sin to
the faith in God for which they were made They aso still wanted to be able to see
themselves in the best possible light So they rationdised ther situaion accordingly, usng
thegifts of brilliant intellect tha God had given them. But because ther basic stance was still
foundel uponthe anti-God lie, there was no way ther GvisdomQ however brilliant, could be
anything butfalse and miseading.

The moden secular materialistic world makes the opposte mistake to the Greeks. We say
tha material thingsare what isreal, and these are what life is al about Spiritud thingsare
less real, or irrelevant, or optiond for those who like tha sort of thing. The secular world
says to the church: Ve will look after the real, practical everyday things and you attend to
the spiritua side of thingg) and the church is sometimes happy to obligein this minimal way.
This secular approach is agan an evasion of thereal issues tha confrontusin our soaety: of
relationship with and obedience to God.

As areactionto and arefugefrom materialism and its attendant evils has come a renewed
popukr interest in GpiritudityOof many forms: eastern, pagan, and Mew aged All of these,
however attractive, in so far as they resist repentance and faith in Christ, partake in the
confuson and darkness of the rebdlious human mind. The church can sometimes say: GAt
least these people are looking for wha is spiritud, and we have wha is spiritud, so we can
go aongwith themO We forget tha it is possible to be very spiritud and still beevilN as the
demonsknow only too well*. Indeed, it isin the demonginterest to foster and pande to this
misundestanding and migudgement.

All of thisis based on a false dichotomy. Spirit and matterN from angds to rocksN are all
pat of God@® onecreation. The Bible is not paticularly interested in any distinction between
gpirit and matter. It is much more interested in the distinction that we have messed up:
between the Creator and the creature; between God and wha He has made In the light of
tha, the Bible is interested in whether we are beng obelient to God or disobalient;
rebdliousagang God or recondled to Him; enemies or sons;, empty or fulfilled; thirsty or
quenched; deadN or living!

How hawe we thoughtin the pag regarding a distinction between the spiritual and the
physical or material?
How do we congder that now?

@ leshGand GpiritGin the New Testament

With this in mind we can consgder what the New Testament undestands by the terms
@leshOand Gpiritd Genedly, @leshOis the human heart and mind and will and body set
agang God and attempting to operate apart from Him. (piritOis generally the Holy Spirit
given by God, and our capecity to receive and appreciate and use the gifts of God. If we look
up what Paul says about flesh and spirit in Romans 8:5611 and Galatians 5:16ER6N along
with 1 Corinthians 2:188:4N we will see tha the distinction there mainly has to do with sin
and righteousess, with rebdlion and service, rather than with wha Plato and the Greeks say.
But it is Plato and the Greeks that mogt of us are broughtup onN in our culture, folklore and
educationd systemN and so we can easily misread what the apodleis saying.

Thuswhen Jesus says to thewoman at thewell:

God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth (John 4:24),

* See James 1:19: &Y ou believe that God is one; you do well. Even the demons believeN and shudder®
6
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heis not saying tha we mug be supea-spiritud to worship God. He is simply saying tha we
mug worship God truly by all that comes from God, acknowledging the way thingsreally
areN tha everything comes as His gift. Heis sayingwha hesaid in verse 10:

If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, @ive me a drink,Oyou would have asked
him, and he would have given you living water (John 4:10).

Aswe shdl see, Jesushimself isthegift of Godin person.
Similarly, Jesussaid in John6:63:

It is the spirit that gives life, the flesh is of no avail; the words that | have spoken to you are spirit and
life.

Here hewas not elevating the spiritud and denigrating the material. He was ssmply saying: |
am giving you the truth of God and, in tha, all the life tha comes from God; but the
rebdlioushuman flesh resists that truth, and endsup getting nowhere.

The Gacramental principleQ

Some people base ther understanding of the sacraments on what is called the Gacramental
princdpled that is. @od takes and uses material thingsto express and convey spiritual truth
and grace’ Trueas thismay be, if youwant to expressiit tha way, to build awhole theology
of the sacraments on tha could be doing it on a very shaky founddion. How does it stand in
thelight of wha we have been saying?

Once agan, it would appear, this undestanding is rooted in a false dichotomy beween
matter and spirit that has more to do with Plato than with Moses, Jesus, or Paul. Why not
simply say: @od does what God does, throughthewhole of His creation®

These Gifts of Your Creation

Meanwhile, we may reflect onthe significance for usnow of these wordsthat are used in the
practice of the sacraments of Baptism and the Lord@ Suppe:

we thank you for the gift of water to cleanse and revive us
we thank you for these gifts of your creation, this bread and thiswine.®
What renewed appreciation do we hawe of God, and of creation asHis gift?

Assignment Question

What doesit meanin pradice to say, @l thingscome from God® How does this relate to the
unity of all things? How does our rejection of this reality discolour our unde standing and
actions?

® Dr K. Rayner, Archbishop of Adelaide, Gacrament and Lifed) in Catholic Renewal in the Anglican Church:
Advent Addresses, Anglican Board of Christian Education, Adelaide SA, 1982, p. 17 (emphasis added).
® Anglican Church of Australia. An Australian Prayer Book, 1978, pp. 529, 147.
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Study Two

THE GIFT OF GOD: REDEMPTION

Dependent on God

We made the point in the first study that all things are from God. In this it is clear tha all
creation is dependent on God for everything.

As far as the human creation is concerned, we see this in the creation of the man in
Genesis 2:7:

then the LORD God formed man of dust from the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life;
and man became aliving being.

That thisisnotjud an initial kick-start, but an on-going moment-by-moment thing, is shown
in Psalm 104

These all look to you
to give them their food in due season;
when you give to them, they gather it up;
when you open your hand, they arefilled with good things.
When you hide your face, they are dismayed,;
when you take away their breath, they die
and return to their dust.
When you send forth your spirit, they are created,;
and you renew the face of the ground (Psa. 104: 27E80).

We are at al times utterly dependent on God our Creator for Gife and breath and everything®
(Acts 17:25). God only needsto take away our breath, and we are back to dug. When tha has
happened, this psalm says, God sendsHis Spirit (or Breath@to create usafresh, and to renew
the creation. He is the God who notonly @alls into existence the thingstha do not existObut
who aso @jiveslife to thedesadQRom. 4:17). In this revival and restoration, asin our origind
created state, we are noless utterly dependent upan God.

Independence: the Great Lie and the Great Sin

The temptation of the serpent in the garden of Eden, tha we gave way to, was. Qou will be
like God, knowing goodand evilO(Gen, 3:5). As we were aready in theimage and after the
likeness of God, it mug have meant something more than this. We were being led to think
tha we could be as God ourselves, in the place of God, able to determinefor ourselves wha
was right or wrong, without any need for dependence on GodN actudly in defiance of God
and al His provision, loveand care.

To be as God ourselves is clearly impossible, since we are not God. God is God, and we
are His creatures. Neverthdess, we fell for the deception of Gha andent serpent, who is
called the Devil and Satan, the deceiver of the whole worldQ(Rev. 12:9), the one Jesus called
Quliar and thefather of liesQ(John 8:44). Paul says that we @xchanged the truth about[or of]
God for a lie and worshipped and served the creature rather than the CreatorO(Rom. 1:25):
the creature Satan first of allN our Gather the devilQ whose desires we now will to paformN
then ourselves as creatures in the place of God, and then whatever created things(G@dols) we
could get to serve our own purposes indead of and over agang serving God.

8
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Thisis not jugd atragic deception; it is a wilful rebdlion agang the Onewhois our true
Father. To bein the image and likeness of God is to be related to Him as children to thar
Father (see Gen. 5:1E8). So God laments throughthe prophé Isaiah:

Sons have | reared and brought up,
but they have rebelled against me (Isa. 1:2).

Thewhole creationis called uponto be appdled at this:

they have forsaken me,
the fountain of living waters,

and hewed out cisterns for themselves,
broken cisterns,

that can hold no water (Jer. 2:13).

There can be no future in this. God said to the man and the woman concerning the
forbidden fruit:

in the day that you eat of it you shall die (Gen. 2:17).

Thoughthe devil soughtto reassure ustha this would not be the case, how else could it be?
Not only because we have separated ourselves from the source of all our life, but also
because God bringsHis full judgment to bear againg it: death, in al the anguish and guilt of
sin. Human death is now nether naural nor neutra: he sting of desth is sinQ{1 Cor. 15:56).
We are now necrosed:

dead through the trespasses and sins in which you once walked, following the course of this world,
following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience.
Among these we al once lived in the passions of our flesh, following the desires of body and mind, and
so we were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind (Eph. 2:1E8).

The amazing thing is tha it is out of this culpable desth tha God saves us and makes us
alive,

What manifestationsdo we see, in ourselves or others, of the propensity to take mattersinto
our own hand®
What do we see of the grisly outcomes of this?

Self-Righteousness

While it is paently obvious tha we are no more capable of geting ourselves out of this
predicament than we were of bringing ourselvesinto existence in thefirst place, neverthdess,
in our deceived sinful state, we really bdieve tha we can do it ourselves. Self-love and self-
righteousness give rise to arrogant attempts at self-salvation.

One of theddusonswe maintain in our state of sinful indgpendence is tha we have some
righteoushess of our own. This was never the caseN not even in our origind created
condition, let alone our sinful state. If Ge himself gives to all men life and breath and
everythingQActs 17:25), and if ]lo onecan receive anything except wha is given him from
heavenQ(John 3:27), then this mus induderighteousess and goodnas. When we are told to
(ut on the breastplate of righteousiessq this is the Grmour of GodO(Eph. 6:13P14)N the
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armour tha God Himself wears (see Isa. 59:17: GHe put on righteousness as a breastplated),
tha Heinvests uswith. It is righteousess from God, notfrom ourselves.

Jesus is one person whomwe may think has a righteousness of his own. But he denied it.
QVhy do you call me goodBhe asked. Mo oneis goodbut God alone)Mark 10:18). He was
not denying tha hehad goodnes. He knew tha hewas withoutsin (John 8:46), as his closest
followers testified (1 Pet. 2:22; 1 John 3:5; 2:29). Jesus was pointing to where the goodness
hehad comes fromN and must come from for usalN the Father.

ThusPaul desired to befoundin Christ:

not having a righteousness of my own, based on law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the
righteousness from God that depends on faith (Phil. 3:9).

Indeed, he was even so bold as to say that on the cross God made Christ, who himself knew
no sin, to be sin for us ®o that in him we might become the righteousess of GodQ2 Cor
5:21)!

Alongsdethis, any attempt to garner some righteousiess of our own appears pitiful, even
despicable. Neverthdess, we pesist. If we have not received the forgiveness of sinsand the
righteousness of God that has come to usin the cross of Christ throughfaith-dependence on
wha God has donefor usin him, then we will try in all sorts of waysto do ourselvesthevery
thing that God has donefor us, which we refuse to accept: atone for our sins, and prove our
right standing before God.

This will bedevil especially our practice of the sacraments. If we sense tha in some way
we are gtill @hildren of wrathQ then it will be vitally important to us somehow to @lo the
right thingdN either out of fear, or outof defiance.

Theriteitsalf

Oneof thethingswe do will beto carry outtherite as athingin itself. If we @et it rightQwe
may be able to keep God at bay for another week at least. This could be one reason why
people are so unwilling to alow liturgical change. They redise tha they are dealing with
something tha could explodeon them at any moment if it is not handled carefully. So correct
procedure mug befollowed. The performance of therite week after week becomes important
as athing of itself. It may even be something that we become proud of on our own account, as
an item of our own righteousess.
God is sickened by tha:

| hate, | despise your feasts,
and | take no delight in your solemn assemblies.
Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and cereal offerings,
I will not accept them,
and the peace offerings of your fatted beasts
I will not look upon.
Take away from me the noise of your songs,
to the melody of your harps | will not listen.
But let justice roll down like waters,
and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream (Amos 5:21EP4).

Why does that sicken God? Because here we are seeking to use these things that God has.
given us to establish our own righteousness, when all thetime righteousessis to @oll downO
uponusN from where? From above N from God. So while we think we are doing the right

10



New Creation Teaching Ministry Weekly Classes 2006
Tuesday Nights Term 2 2006 Martin Bleby
THE GIFT OF GOD: BAPTISM AND THE LORD& SUPPER AS SACRAMENTS OF THE CROSS

thing, according to al tha God has laid down for usN even to going beyond the call of
dutyN all we do partakes of thenature of sin, and we are pleasing no onebut ourselves:

GCome to Bethel, and transgress;
to Gilgal, and multiply transgression;
bring your sacrifices every morning,
your tithes every three days;
offer asacrifice of thanksgiving of that which is leavened,
and proclaim freewill offerings, publish them;
for so you love to do, O people of Israel! O
saysthe Lord Gob (Amos 4:4Eb).

How can God not take offence, if we reject the gift of His Son, and Ghe free gift of
righteousiessO(Rom. 5:17) tha isin him, and substitute for it something of ourselves tha we
think is betterN onehour or so in @hurch®

Our commitment

A subtle perversion of tha is that God needs our faith, our commitment, our decision for
Christ, in our bgptism or regular worship, and thatis wha we bring Him; thatis wha makes
usa Chrigtian. @ am notjug a ChristianN | am a committed Christian®

Commitment is an act of our will. Necessary as it may be if we are ever to do anything,
wha pat doesit play in our becoming a child of God?Look at John1:12P13:

But to al who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God; who
were born, not of blood nor of thewill of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.

New birth is not of us or of our own will. It is of God. As Jesus said, it is @rom abovel) @f
the SpiritQ(John 3:3, 7, RSV foomnate; 5, 6, 8).

The Scriptures tell ustha faith, repentance, obedience, goodworks, and even the suffering
tha enaues, are not of ourselves. They are al gifts granted to usby God:

God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Saviour, to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of
sins (Acts 5:31).

Then to the Gentiles also God has granted repentance unto life (Acts 11:18).

For by grace you have been saved through faith; and this is not your own doing, it is the gift of
God . . . For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared
beforehand, that we should walk in them (Eph. 2:8, 10).

For it has been granted to you that for the sake of Christ you should not only believe in him but also
suffer for his sake (Phil. 1:29).

the Holy Spirit whom God has given [past] to those who obey him [present] (Acts 5:32).
So we can say agan, of our redemption noless than of our creation:
No one can receive anything except what is given him from heaven (John 3:27).

What have you that you did not receive? If then you received it, why do you boast asiif it were not a gift?
(1 Cor. 4:7).
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How does our self-righteousness manifest itself in theways we go aboutour worship and our
Chrigtian life?

How does this get in the way of our knowing and living in the righteousess that comes from
God?

Something to Offer?

In our unregenerate state, we love to think that we have something to offer; some sacrifice
from us tha will be pleasing to God, to make Him favourable towards us This is the
rationde behind nearly every religion. It is how some Israglites may at times have thoughtof
theandent sacrifices. It can be how we often think aboutthe action of the sacraments as, for
example, in some undestandingsof Ghe sacrifice of the MassO

Wha were the Israglites doing in the Old Testament sacrifices, and wha are we doing in
the New Testament sacraments? Leviticus 17:11 is very enlightening on this score. It is an
injundion notto eat thebloodof any sacrifice. The reasonis given:

For the life of the flesh isin the blood; and | have given it for you upon the atar to make atonement for
your souls (Lev. 17:11).

Humanly spesking, we may think that the action of a sacrifice is tha we give something to
God. God says, No. The sacrifices tha He has ordaned are primarily given by God on our
bendf: @ hawe given it for youd Thefaithful Isradlite was not giving something to God. The
whole sacrificial system was given to Israel by God. In offering the sacrifices, Israel was
paticipaing, in obalience to God, in God® provision for the forgiveness of sins and
whaever else the sacrifices provided. The sacrifices did not win God® favourN they
stemmed fromit. As P. T. Forsyth wrote on this passage

the sacrifice is the result of God@ grace, and not its cause. It is given by God, before it is given to Him.”

The writer of the letter to the Hebrews makes the point tha these Old Testament
provisionsare @ copy and a shadowOof the true sanctuary and of thefind work of Christ that
was to come (Heb. 8.5, see especialy chagpters 8P10). Both sacrifices and sacraments are gifts
fromGod. Both relate to the gift of God: His own Son on the cross.

The Sacrifice of Praise
King David had it right

Blessed are you, O LORD, the God of our ancestor Israel, forever and ever. Yours, O LORD, are the
greatness, the power, the glory, the victory, and the majesty; for al that isin the heavens and on the earth
is yours; yours is the kingdom, O LORD, and you are exalted as head above all. Riches and honour come
from you, and you rule over al. In your hand are power and might; and it is in your hand to make great
and to give strength to all. And now, our God, we give thanks to you and praise your glorious name.

But who am |, and what is my people, that we should be able to make this freewill offering? For all
things come from you, and of your own have we given you. For we are aliens and transients before you, as
were al our ancestors; our days on the earth are like a shadow, and there is no hope. O LORD our God, all
this abundance that we have provided for building you a house for your holy name comes from your
hand and is all your own. | know, my God, that you search the heart, and take pleasure in uprightness; in
the uprightness of my heart | have freely offered all these things, and now | have seen your people, who
are present here, offering freely and joyously to you. O LORD, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Isradl, our

"P. T. Forsyth. The Cruciality of the Cross, NCPI, Blackwood SA, 1984, p. 185.
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ancestors, keep forever such purposes and thoughts in the hearts of your people, and direct their hearts
toward you (1 Chron. 29:10B18 NRSV).

There remains for us only Ghe sacrifice of praise@N the grateful acknowledgement of what
God has done and our full paticipationin al its benefits and enablings

Through him, then, let us continually offer a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that
confess his name. Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing
to God (Heb. 13:15).

Is this why one of the names given to the Lord@ Suppe is &uchaistO(which means
Ghankggiving?

Nothing in God@® creation or redemption is @f itselfO It is al @f GodOThe sacraments
are not @f themselvesO They are ®f GodOAndthey are of the cross.

Sone people seem goodat giving, butfindit difficult to receive. Why might this be?
How do we feel aboutreceiving freely from God?
Whatimplicationsdoes this hawe then for our participation with God in His action?

Assignment Question

Describe the mindset of the unregenerate person. How can this discolour our approaches to
worship, the sacraments, and daily living? What difference does the receiving of God@®
salvation make in these areas?
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Study Three

SACRAMENTS OF THE CROSS

The Sacraments are a Proclamation of the Cross

It comes as a surprise to many tha the sacraments relate primarily to the action of the Cross
of Christ. This comes throughmog clearly with regard to the Lord@ suppe in 1 Corinthians
11:26:

For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord@® death until he comes.

ThefocusontheLord® death isthere noless in baptism:

Do you not know that al of us who have been baptised into Christ Jesus were baptised into his death?
We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead by
the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life (Rom. 6:364).

There may bethose who come to the Lord@ supper rightly looking for a time of intimate
communion with ther Lord, for whom any necessary assodation of this with his desth could
be quite repugnant. There may be thos who come for bgptism, particularly parents bringing
ther youngchildren, for whomburial into Christ@ desth is thelast thing they are looking for,
or could make any sense of. Paul says tha Ghe word of the crossOis offensve to the
religious and nonense to theintellectud (see 1 Cor. 1:22E23). We can expect thesameto be
true of the sacraments of the Cross.

Paul does say that while Ghe word of the cross is folly to thos who are perishing®
neverthdess @o uswho are beng saved it is the power of God{(1 Cor. 1:18). The same may
be said of the sacraments. For those of us who have been broughtby the Spirit of God to a
conviction of sin, who know tha we are withoutexcuse and withoutany leg to stand on, who
are utterly undone and know there is nothing for us but a well-deserved deathN for usit isa
wondmoussurprise to find tha Christ has gore to that death for us and tha he has taken us
with him into that fierce and find judgmnent; notto destroy us butto bring usthroughit with
him and outthe other sidewith him into his resurrection life:

I have been crucified with Christ; it isno longer | who live, but Christ who livesin me; and the life | now
livein theflesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me (Gal. 2:19ER0).

If we can say this with the apogle Paul, then the sacraments as a paticipaion in Christ@
death and all its benefits will befor usa great source of reassurance and power for authentic
righteousliving.

There are Christian traditions which give the name GacramentOto other happenings
confirmation, absolution, marriage, anointing of thesick or dying, ordinaion, and even to the
professing of a personinto areligiousorder. It would be goodto show how all of these relate
to wha God has donein the Cross of Christ. However, in these studies we are concgentrating
on the two great Gacraments ordaned of Christ our Lord in the gogd, tha is to say,
Baptism and the Suppe of theLord&

8 he Articles of ReligionOXXV, in The Anglican Church of Australia, A Prayer Book for Australia, Shorter
Edition, Broughton Books, AlexandriaNSW, p. 481.
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How much have we been prepared to see the sacraments primarily in relation to Christ®
death? What hawe we seen them as?

What does it mean for usto say, @ hawe been crudfied with Christ® What difference does
that make to our appreciation of the sacraments?

Sacrament and Word

In 1 Corinthians 11:26 the word used for @rodaimO(kataggdl> ) with regard to Christ@
death and the Lord@ suppe is the same as tha used for prodaiming theforgiveness of sinsin
Acts 13:38. The sacraments, no less than the spoken word, are a prodamation of the Cross
and all that comes with it. It is a mistake to make a distinction between God® word and
God®@ sacraments in away tha sets one over agang the other. Theword and the sacraments
are al of a piece. They are dl the action of Christ, the Word who was made flesh, in whose
flesh sin was condemned (see John1:14; Rom. 8:3):

The Word and the Sacraments are the two great expressions of the gospel in worship. The Sacraments are
the acted WordN variants of the preached word. They are signs, but they are more than signs. They are
the Word, the gospel itself, visible, asin preaching the Word is audible. But in either caseitisan act. Itis
Christ in areal presence giving us anew His Redemption.®

Sometimes the priority given to theword over the sacraments has more to do with Greek-
style rationdism of the eighteenth-century @nlightenmentOthan with biblical redlity. As we
know with the gift of GonguesO(see 1 Cor. 14:14P15), God® gifts to us are not limited by or
to our rationd faculties, but minister to owr whole created being. The sacraments are not just
mere illudrative signs Togeher with the word, they convey something to us tha could not
be communicated to usin any other way. To quoie Thomes Watson (oneof the @uritans:

In the word preached the saints hear Christ@ voice; in the sacrament they have his kiss™.

What hasbeen our experience of hearing the word of God? What hasbeen our experience of
God in thesacraments? How are these different fromeach other? How are they in concert
with each other?

Dynamic Effects

Since the sacraments are a prodamation of the Cross, they will have the same dynamic
effects as the spoken word, for blessing or for judgment:

For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return there until they have watered the
earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, so shall my word
be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which |
purpose, and succeed in the thing for which | sent it (Isa. 55:10B11, NRSV).

God@word carries out God@will, and effects judgment accordingly.

°P. T. Forsyth. Lectures on the Church and the Sacraments, Longmans, Green and Co., London, 1917, p. 165.
19 Not that this is to be taken sentimentally; it is more in the order of Gighteousness and peace have kissed each
otherO(Psa. 85:10, The Liturgical Psater, © English Text 1976,1977, © Gnclusive languageOversion 1995,
David L. Frost, John A. Emerton, Andrew A Macintosh, in The Anglican Church of Australia. A Prayer Book
for Australia, Broughton Books, Alexandria, NSW, p. 312).
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We see this dynamic a work in John 3:19ER1. Jesus has been talking with Nicodamus
aboutthe new birth from above and has said tha this will come by bdieving in Ghe Son of
Man . . . lifted up((3:14B16)N on the cross. He then draws the distinction between those who
bdieve and are not condemned, and those who are in condemnation through unbdief. He
goeson:

And this is the judgment, that the light has come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than
light, because their deeds were evil. For every one who does evil hates the light, and does not come to the
light, lest his deeds should be exposed. But he who does what is true comes to the light, that it may be
clearly seen that his deeds have been wrought in God (John 3:19E21).

Thisistheeffect of every action of Christ. We seein John9, for indance, after the healing of
the man blind from birth, a progressive polarisation between the healed man, as heis drawn
closr to Jesus and so comes to the light, and the Judean leaders who increasingly set
themselves over agang Jesus and are, in effect, blind.

We find the same thing with the sacraments. In 1 Corinthians 10:16, the cup tha we bless
and the bread we break are a participaion in Christ@ body and bloodN in the benefits and
blessngsof Christ and his Cross. The same action will show up anything tha is notrightin
thehearts and lives of those who participate:

Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of
profaning the body and blood of the Lord. Let a man examine himself, and so eat of the bread and drink
of the cup. For any one who eats and drinks without discerning the body eats and drinks judgment upon
himself. That is why many of you areweak and ill, and some have died (1 Cor. 11:27£80).

Clearly thisis notjust a game, or something GiceGtha we do. For a community attending to
the sacraments it is a matter of life and death. We find the same thing in baptism: in Acts 8
with Philip and Peter and Johnin Samaria, we see tha many bdieved and were bgptised, and
there was great rejoicing. It was also after the occult magician Simon Ghe GreatObdieved
and was baptised tha what was in his heart came out his desire to bribe and manipulate God
to his own ends (see Acts 8:4E24). No doubtaso Ananias and Sapphira had been baptised
and had shared in the breaking of the bread, and we know what hgppened to them when ther
hearts were not right before God, while many others went on to great blessing and healing
(see Acts 5:1B16).

Although the sacraments are given to us for our blessing (see Acts 2:41P47), church
deadening, jus as much as church enlivening, can bearesult of the sacraments. When we see
a congregaion where the sacraments have been celebrated repeatedly week after week and
year after year, and the worship has become dreary and dead and the numbers low, we may
be tempted to say: (The power has gone out of those sacramentsO Not at al: in al those
years, the power of thos sacraments has been opeatingN in judgmentN to show that
congregation up for wha it really is: dead in trespasses and sins The sacraments themselves
have been drying them up, to cal them to repentance and new life through the total
forgiveness of the Cross.

With regard to the action of the MessiahN ChristN in our midg, in word, sacrament or
other hgppening, we cannotremain neutral, or unéfected.

In what way hawe the sacraments been a blessing to us?
In what way hawe they pulled usup sharply?
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The Dynamic of the Cross

Forgiveness of Sins
Wha istheaction of the Cross? Peter putsit succindly:

He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness (1 Pet.
2:24)",

The action of the Cross was a bearing and taking away of sin, with a view to God®
righteousiess. The Letter to the Hebrews goes on to say tha this action was full, find,
decisive, and over al:

When he had made purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high (Heb. 1:3).

Jesus himself said that his blood was to be @oured out for many for the forgiveness of sinsd
(Matt. 26:28). After the events of his death and resurrection, he said tha, in accordance with
the Scriptures, this @epentance and forgiveness of sinsis to be prodaimed in his name to all
naiongLuke24:47).

Asthegospd comesto us, so thisreality of theforgiveness of sinsis applied to us. Thisis
wha happened, for ingance, when Peter preached to the Gentiles in Corndius®@ houshold:

Oro him all the prophets bear witness that every one who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins
through his name.O
While Peter was still saying this, the Holy Spirit fell on all who heard the word (Acts 10:43£44).

Whaever the past, thisis nowthereality for all who repent and bdieve:

you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and in the
Spirit of our God (1 Cor. 6:11).

What hasbeen our experience of the forgiveness of sins andwhere hasit come front?
Isit a once-for-all thing, or does it come in dribsand drabs?
The Sacraments and the Forgiveness of Sins
The sacraments relate to this reality. As Jesuswas giving his disciples the Lord@ suppe:

he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he gave it to them, saying, rink of it, all of you; for this
is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sinsO(Matt. 26:27E28).

So also, as Peter addressed the crowd in Jerusalem on the Day of Pentecod, he said:

Repent, and be baptised every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins;
and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:38).

Ananias said to Saul of Tarsus (e baptised, and wash away your sins caling on his nameQ
(Acts 22:16). We are told in Acts 9:17ER0 that Saul, who later became Paul the apogle, was

filled with the Holy Spirit, was healed, was baptised, and immediately began to prodaim

Jesus as the Son of God.

1 NRSV reads: Go that, free from sins, we might live . . .0
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How hawe we seen the sacramentsin relation to the reality of the forgiveness of sins?

New Lifein the Spirit

Note tha all this is an action of the Spirit of God, through and through. Paul says in
Galatians 5:25:

If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit.

As far as the sacraments are concerned, we could say tha baptism, as a once only thing,
relates to our corming to life by the Spirit (as Jesus said: o onecan enter the kingdomof God
without being bom of water and SpiritQ John 3:5 NRSV), and Holy Communion, as a
repeated action, relates to continuing to walk by the Spirit (& am the bread of life'? . . . It is
the spirit that giveslife. .. Thewordstha | have spoken to you are spirit and life).™

How did we need the Sprit of Godto get started in the Christian life?
How do we need the Sprit of God for its continuarce?
Where are we if we consder in pradtice that we do not need the Sprit for either?

The Life of the Ageto Come

Both baptism and the Lord®@ supper look towards the second coming of Christ, the
resurrection of the dead and the new heavensand new earth:

For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord@® death until he comes (1 Cor.
11:26).

Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood have eternal life, and | will raise them up on the last day
(John 6:54).

Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the
deed by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. For if we have been united with
him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. We know that our
old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be destroyed, and we might no longer be
enslaved to sin. For whoever has died is freed from sin. But if we have died with Christ, we believe that
we will also live with him (Rom. 6:4E8).

To what extent have we seen the sacraments relating to our present life only, and notto the
life of theageto comeN that we can participate in even here and now?

The Cross and the Sacraments

Thusthe sacraments, no less than the preached word, are a prodamation of the whole gogd.
There have been times in church history, when preaching of the word has been thin on the
ground, when the sacraments have been, in the faithfulness of God, virtudly the only extant
prodamation. James Denney wrote:

12 Bread is something we tend to eat every day, as a staple part of our diet. Jesus did not say, ® am the roast
turkey of lifed\ to be reserved for special occasions once a year!

3 We will seein later studies the extent to which these passages in John 3 and 6 actually relate to baptism and
the Lord@ supper.
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The sacraments contain the gospel in brief; they contain it in inseparable connection with the death of
Jesus; and as long as they hold their place in the Church the saving significance of that death has a
witness which it will not be easy to dispute.™*

In an evasion of this, some try to give the sacraments an exclusvely creationd thrug™, butin
the New Testament they are thoroughly redemptiond (and new-creationd!)

Assignment Question

How are the sacraments related to the action of the Cross, and to the word of the Cross?
What is the effect in the life of the church and of individual people if the sacraments in
practice are detached fromthis reality?

14 James Denney. The Death of Christ, Keats Pub. Inc., 1981, p. 85.

> Asin eg. Teilhard de Chardin, 31ymn of the UniverseQ reproduced in the Song Book Travelling to Freedom,
compiled by Tony Newman and Peter Stone, LPS [Living Parish Series] Publishing, Harbord NSW, 1971, p.7,
where the author envisages the whole of creation and humanity as his offering to God, without any reference to
the Cross of Christ.
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Study Four

BAPTISM

Baptising Them Into The Name

JesusQexplicit command to baptise is given in Matthew 28:16ER0, after Jesus has risen from
desath:

Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. When they
saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. And Jesus came and said to them, OAll authority in
heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything
that | have commanded you. And remember, | am with you always, to the end of the ageO(NRSV).

Note that this is in the context of JesusOpresent L ordship over the whole of creation, and
in paticular over al the naions The naionsare to be broughtinto this action of discipling
and bgptising (as it is the naionstha will come for judgnent before the Son of Man on the
throneof his glory in Matt. 25:31E82). Thisis on alarger scale than tha of individuds. It is
aso with a view to Ghe end of the age\ the fina god and pumpos of God® plan for His
creation.

This baptism is On [or literally into] the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spiritd To be marked with someone&3 name means to bdong to tha one (as in Rev. 3:12;
14:1). In thisingance it means more than tha: it isto be caughtupinto the character, purpose
and action of the one into whom we have been baptisedN into the concerted creative,
redeeming and glorifying action of the Father, Son and Spirit, who work as ong with one
MameQin the Father® goodpurpose of love (see John 14:15624).

The Defiled and Vindicated Name

In asimilar way, Israel carried the MameQof the LorD (Y AHWEH) their God. But they defiled
it with thar worship of idols and ther shedding of innoe@nt blood God® judgnent came on
them accordingly, and God scattered them among the naionsin shame and ignominy. This,
however, did the Lord@ name no credit among the naions to whom this judged and
discredited people came (see Ezek. 36:18ER0). God was neverthdess determined to vindicate
the holiness of His name, by reindating this sinful people as His own holy people who fully
matched His own holiness (see Ezek. 36:221ER3). This He undeatook to do:

| will take you from the nations, and gather you from al the countries, and bring you into your own land.
I will sprinkle clean water upon you, and you shall be clean from &l your uncleannesses, and from all
your idols | will cleanse you. A new heart | will give you, and a new spirit | will put within you; and |
will remove from your body the heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. | will put my spirit within
you, and make you follow my statutes and be careful to observe my ordinances (Ezek. 36:24E27 NRSV).

Note how this correspondswith JesusQngrudionsin Matthew 28:18E20, particularly with
regard to @eaching them to obey everything tha | have commanded youOThisis now notfor
Israel only, but for all the naions who were to be blessed by God throughlsragl (see Gen.
12:1E8).

To what extent have we seen our bapismin the context of thetotal plan and purpose of God?
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Holy Father, Holy Son, Holy Family

God, as Father, is holy (see Isa. 6:3; 57:15), and so requires to have holy children. God®
command to Israel was: You shdl be holy, for | the LorD your God am holyQ(Lev. 19:2).
God@® ultimate purpo is to have us (oly and blameless before him in love. . . as his
childrenQ(Eph. 1:4E5).

Noneof the human race, amongall the naions has turned out to bethis way. However, by
God@® provision and appointment, there is oneN His own son in human fleshN who is Goly,
blameless, unddiled, separated from sinnas, and exalted abovethe heavensO(Heb. 7:26). It
isthroughhim that God has choen to act.

God@® good pleasure in him as Son is shown by wha the Father says when Jesus is
baptised:

Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptised by him. John would have prevented
him, saying, O need to be baptised by you, and do you come to me?OBut Jesus answered him, Q_et it be
so now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill al righteousness.OThen he consented. And when
Jesus had been baptised, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him
and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. And avoice from heaven said,
Orhisis my Son, the Beloved, with whom | am well pleased.O(Matt. 3:13617).

Thefulfilling of Gll righteoushessOis not conduded by the action of baptism in itself, butin
al tha this action signifies. Wha hagppened there encapaulates the entire career of the
Messiah. Jesus went down into the water, as he had come to descend, on the cross, into Ghe
lower parts of the earthQ(Eph. 4:9)N the abyss of human sin and desth. He came up out of the
water, as he was to rise from the grave: @od raised him up, having freed him from desath,
because it was impossible for him to be hed in its powerQ(Acts 2:24). The Spirit came down
uponhimN @eing therefore exalted at the right hand of God, and having received from the
Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has pouted out this that you both see and hearQ(Acts
2:33; compare John 7:39)N and he was @eclared to be Son of God with power according to
the Spirit of holiness by resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our LordO(Rom. 1:4). The
fulfilling of al righteousessisthe carrying throughof all tha the Father gave Christ to doin
His righteoussaving kingdonzaction.

It is into al of this tha we are brought through the bgptismal action tha Christ
commanded to his disciples.

For Jesus himsalf, his ®aptismOwas wha hewoud go throughin the action of the cross:

| came to bring fire to the earth, and how | wish it were already kindled! | have a baptism with which to
be baptised, and what stress| am under until it is completed! (Luke 12:49E560).

It wasin this action of the cross, which at tha point was still to come, that his disciples would
berequired to relate to him:

Areyou able to drink the cup that | drink, or be baptised with the baptism that | am baptised with? (Mark
10:38).

It is by this action of the cross tha the Father® name would glorified as holy and
righteous for it is by this action tha God® purposed holy family would be formed. Shortly
before he went to the cross, Jesus prayed that at this time the Father would glorify His name,
and the Father undertook to do this. This was to hgppen when Jesus was Gifted upQOin his
desth, with al people drawn into him, when the world® judgment and the devil® doom
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would come in him (see John 12:27683; 13:31882; 175, 11, 25). Thos redeemed and made
righteousby this action would be the @ffspringCof the suffering servant, the @hildren of the
desolate womanQ(see Isa. 53:10011; 54:1)N the Father& holy family.

Thuswould come into being the ®odyCof the holy Son, the @empleOwhere the Father is
truly worshippeal (see John 2:19ER1; 4:23ER4; compare Eph. 1:22803; 2:14EP2; 1 Cor. 3:16),
into which we are now bgptised:

For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are
one body, so it is with Christ. For in the one Spirit we were all baptised into one body--Jews or Greeks,
slaves or free--and we were all made to drink of one Spirit (1 Cor. 12:12P13).

How does our bapismrelate to:
¥ thebapism of Jesus?

¥ theadion of the cross?
¥ the Father& holy family?

Crucified with Christ
Thisreality for individudsis expressed by Paul in this way:

| have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer | who live, but it is Christ who livesin me. And the
lifel now livein the flesh | live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me (Gal.
2:19600).

Thisisthereality into which we have been baptised:

you were buried with him in baptism, in which you were also raised with him through faith in the
working of God, who raised him from the dead (Col. 2:12).

Paul spdls this out more fully in Romans6:

How can we who died to sin still live in it? Do you not know that all of us who have been baptised into
Christ Jesus were baptised into his death? We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, so
that as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life.
For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a
resurrection like his. We know that our old self was crucified with him so that the sinful body might be
destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. For he who has died is freed from sin. But if we
have died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him. For we know that Christ being raised
from the dead will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. The death he died he died to
sin, once for all, but the life he lives he lives to God. So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin
and aive to God in Christ Jesus. Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal bodies, to make you obey their
passions. Do not yield your members to sin as instruments of wickedness, but yield yourselves to God as
men who have been brought from death to life, and your members to God as instruments of
righteousness. For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not under law but under grace
(Rom. 6:2B14).

Thisis notan instruction on baptism, but an exhortation as to how we are notto sin, now tha
the grace of God has come to us in Christ. In giving this, Paul assumes tha his readers
already know tha throughther bgptism they have come into union with Christ in his death
and resurrection. Accordingly, they can now live in away tha isfreefromsin, in anticipation
now of the resurrection life to come. Baptism is our identification with Jesus Christ in his
death, burial and rising to life again, with a view to the resurrection-life of holiness and
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righteousess that is to come, that we can live in by faith even now. @n Christ Jesus you are
al sonsof God, throughfaithQ Paul says. &or as many of you as were baptised into Christ
have puton ChristQ(Gal. 3:27).

Note that Paul emphasises tha we (ave diedOto sin. This is a once-for-al redlity, nat a
daly on-going process. Thusbaptism also isaona-for-all event.

A Chrigtian man was invited by friendsinto an R-rated cinema to watch a ®lue movieO @
can®goin theeQhereplied. ®n bapised!ONhatis the significance of his reply?
Why is bapism generally taken to be a oneoff event, and unrepeatable?

You Must Be Born Anew
John 3:1E21 can be seen as an expostion of the meaning of bagptism:

Now there was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 2 This man came to Jesus
by night and said to him, CRabbi, we know that you are a teacher come from God; for no one can do
these signs that you do, unless God is with him.03 Jesus answered him, Orruly, truly, | say to you, unless
one is born anew, he cannot see the kingdom of God.O4 Nicodemus said to him, (How can a man be
born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother@ womb and be born?05 Jesus
answered, Orruly, truly, | say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the
kingdom of God. 6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7
Do not marvel that | said to you, &¥ ou must be born anew.08 The wind blows where it wills, and you
hear the sound of it, but you do not know whence it comes or whither it goes; so it is with every one who
is born of the Spirit.09 Nicodemus said to him, GHow can this be?010 Jesus answered him, GAre you a
teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand this? 11 Truly, truly, | say to you, we speak of what we
know, and bear witness to what we have seen; but you do not receive our testimony. 12 If | have told you
earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if | tell you heavenly things? 13 No one has
ascended into heaven but he who descended from heaven, the Son of man. 14 And as Moses lifted up the
serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of man be lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in him may have
eternal life.O

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not
perish but have eterna life. 17 For God sent the Son into the world, not to condemn the world, but that
the world might be saved through him. 18 He who believes in him is not condemned; he who does not
believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God. 19 And
this is the judgment, that the light has come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light,
because their deeds were evil. 20 For every one who does evil hates the light, and does not come to the
light, lest his deeds should be exposed. 21 But he who does what is true comes to the light, that it may be
clearly seen that his deeds have been wrought in God.

The expression ®om anew® which can be equdly trandated ®om from abovedmakes
clear tha thenew birthis an action of God. As John 1:12P13 says:

But to al who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God; who
were born, not of blood nor of thewill of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.

What is meant by thereference in v. 5 to bang @om of water and the SpiritC? @Vater and
the SpiritOhere has generally been taken in the church to have a baptismal reference. The
discourse does have a baptismal setting. Johnis baptising with water (John1:26, 28, 31, 33N
sent by God, 23; 3:23; compare Mark 1:4; Acts 19:167), and so are JesusOdisciples (John
3:22; 4:1E8). QVaterOin this connection may have a reference to the need for repentance and
cleandng signified by John® baptism with a view to the forgiveness of sins tha will be
brought by the Messiah (see Mark 1:4; compae Acts 2:38). Pentecoga theology (on the
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basis of eg. Matt 3:11P12) makes a shap distinction between ®aptism in waterOand
Gaptism in the SpiritQ with the latter as a necessary second stage. In reaction againg a
dodrine of ®aptismal regenerationQwhereby it was claimed that the new birth is effected by
the act of bgptising of itself, there are thoe who have soughtto dissod ate this passage from
baptism altogeher. Some have taken QvaterOhere to be a reference to the QvatersOof natural
birth, giving birth to @leshQas the Spirit gives birth to Gpiritd(see v. 6). Some take it to be a
reference to semind fluid in conception, and assodate this either with natural birth or with
the action of the Spirit in new birth (compare the imperisheble GeedOin 1 Pet. 1:23).
Remembering the assodation of water with the Spirit of God in Ezekiel 36:25ER7, it may be
preferable to see them together, with water either as a metaphor of the Spirit@ cleandng
action™® (®f water, even the SpiritOis a possible trandation; compare Titus 3:5: Ghe water
[Greek washing] of rebirth and renewa by the Holy Spiritd, or as the actud water of
baptism, as an outward sign assodated with theinner action of the Spirit in an unddined way
(see Acts 22:16) tha does not imply baptismal regeneration ex opeae opaato (by virtue of
the action beng peformed) but sees the whole as the gift and action of God, by virtue of
Christ@ cross.

It isimportant to read this passage right throughto at least vv. 14B15N thereference to the
Son of Man bang Qifted updN onthecrossN like the snake on the polein Numbers 21:469. It
is on this tha the whole matter of new birth (together with bgptism and all that it signifies)
actudly hangs Baptism is a sacrament of the Cross. Some readingsare content to stop at the
end of v. 8. This could give the false impression tha new birth can come to the naura
human person simply by some infuson of the Holy Spirit into sinful humen flesh (if such a
thing were possible!). No: there mug be repentance and cleangngN a death to sin, the flesh,
the world, and the evil powers, throughthe cross of Christ. FaithN bdievingN in Christ and
in what God hasdorein him is essentia (see Mark 16:16; Acts 8:36, 37, 38; 16:30EB4). This
iswha baptism is al about The Spirit effects this, and supplies the fullness of life for usas
God® Gond

Note also how the new birth issues in eternd life (vv. 15, 16), and works tha have been
Qvroughtin God{v. 21).

What does the new birth mean to us? How dowe see it in relation to our bapism?

Assignment Question

Use a Conmordance or Bible software to list every reference to bapism in the New
Testament. Sumnmarise your findings and say what your bapism meansto you.

16 &rhe Spirit wash you clean/ From every stainQ in the song @ saw Him standing there() Martin Bleby, New
Creation Hymn Book, no. 109, verse 4.
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Study Five

THE LORD’S SUPPER

The Last Meal

What did Jesusdo at his last meal with his disciples the night before he died, and what was
its significance? We look at Matthen(@ account

While they were eating, Jesus took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it*’ he broke it, gave it to the
disciples, and said, Orake, eat; thisis my body.OThen he took a cup, and after giving thanks he gave it to
them, saying, Drink from it, al of you; for thisis my blood of the [new] covenant, which is poured out
for many for the forgiveness of sins. | tell you, | will never again drink of this fruit of the vine until that
day when | drink it new with you in my Father& kingdom.O(Matt. 26:26E29).

What are the el ements of whatis happeing here?
Whatisther posible significance?

Bodyand Blood

In the context of the meal, the actionswith the bread and with the cup, which we tend to
assodate closely with each other, were probably separated by some distance in time. We are
told in 1 Corinthians 11:25 and Luke 22{20] tha Jesustook the cup Gfter suppeOltislikely
tha the action with the bread was earlier in the meal, and the action with the cup was later,
and tha there was a ggp between them.

Jesus is telling his disciples of his coming desth. He has told them this a number of times
before (Matt. 16:21; 17:22EP3; 20:17D19; 26:1ER), but they had not wanted to hear. Now,
shortly before it is to hgppen, he tells them agan, this time by graphic actions His body and
his blood are to be separated out He is going to die, and by violent meansN especialy as the
bloodis to be @oured outdin 1 Cor. 11:24 his body is aso ®roken for youQ

Much discussion and disputeN even to buming at the stakeN has ensued over the centuries
as to the connetion of the bread with JesusObody and the wine with his blood Some have
come to take the word @sOvery literaly: that the bread and wine actudly become Christ®
body and blood*® Others indst that it mus be taken symbolicallyN in the same sense as
when Jesus said, for ingance, @ am the doot®(John 10:7). For these, the bendit of the
sacrament lies in and dependson the faith of those who receive it.'° Others occupy a postion
somewhere in between % or prefer to leave the comection unddined ** These differences all

Y Thereisno word for GtGin the GreekN it is more likely that Jesus was blessing God.
18 The name GransubstantiationOgiven to this doctrine depends for its understanding on Aristotelian philosophy,
whereby the GubstanceQor true being of the sacramental bread and wine becomes Christ®@ body and blood,
while retaining the outward manifestation or GccidentsQof bread and wine.
19 @Receptionism® associated with the reformer Ulrich Zwingli (1484B1531).
2 As with the theory of @onsubstantiation®(sometimes rightly or wrongly associated with Martin Luther): that
the body and blood of Jesus are Gn, with and underOthe bread and the wine, and are received by believers to
their blessing and by unbelieversto their judgment (asin 1 Cor. 10:16; 11:29).
2L As with some doctrines of the GReal Presenceof Jesus in the sacrament. The following lines are attributed to
Queen Elizabeth | of England (1533B1603):

Gwas God the Word that spakeit;

Hetook the bread and brake it,

And what His word doth make it,

25



New Creation Teaching Ministry Weekly Classes 2006
Tuesday Nights Term 2 2006 Martin Bleby
THE GIFT OF GOD: BAPTISM AND THE LORD& SUPPER AS SACRAMENTS OF THE CROSS

arise out of afocuson the elements of the bread and thewine, rather than on thewhole action
of the Suppe in its immediate context of the desth of Jesus The bread and wine are never
anything in and of themselves. They mug be seen as pat of the gift of God, in full
connection with the desth of Jesusonthecross.

For thedisciples present at tha meal, noneof these later considerationswould have meant
anything to them. They could see and hear Jesus himself, in his real flesh and blood person
present, and they could see and taste the bread and wine he gave them as real bread and wine
They may have sensed tha he was telling then of something terrible tha was about to
happen: the breaking of his body and the pouring out of his bloodonthecrossthenext day. It
islikely tha they could make little sense of it at the time, as with much tha Jesustold them.

Paul later putit this way:

The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not a participation in the blood of Christ? The bread which we
break, isit not a participation in the body of Christ? (1 Cor. 10:16).%

Wha we share or paticipae in is, by naure of the case, something bigge than we are, not
something smaller. We do not take bits of Christ@ ®odyCGand ®looddinto us, in whaever
way. We ourselves have become part of the greater reality of Christ and his death. It was to
this tha Jesuswas calling his disciples at that meal.

What do we think Jesus meant by these strangeactionsand assodations?
What does participating in the bread andwinein the Lord@ Suppe mean for us?

For Many

Jesus aso indicated something of the meaning and purpose of his death, as far as the
disciples and others were concerned: Ghis is my blood. . . which is poured out for manyQlt
is not for himself. His wordsin v. 29, @ will never agan drink of this fruit of the vineQ may
indicate that Jesus himself did not drink from this cupN it was for his disciples. He made it
clear that his desth was not on his own accountN not for anything he had done Jesus himself
iswithoutsin, and undeserving of death.”® His blood was to be oured out for manyOThisis
a reference to Isaiah 53:11012: O he righteous one, my servant, shal make many righteous
and he shdl bear their iniquities. . . he poured out himself to desth, and was numbered with
the trangyressors; yet he bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the trangyressorsO
This provides an interpretative key to undestanding the purpose and effect of JesusOdesth.

The disciples are induded among the GnanyO They were to eat and drink of this. Thisis
specified in Luke 22:19 and 1 Corinthians 11:24: Ghis is my bodywhich is given/broken for
youO P. T. Forsyth spesks of the Lord®@ Suppe as JesusOact of making over to his disciples
wheg4he was about to do on the cross, in terms of a conveyandng, a legacy, or a deed of
gift.

Do we see ourselves asinduded in the Gnany®

That | believe, and take it!
While this expresses undoubted devotion to the Lord Jesus and his word, it perhaps deliberately leaves
unspecified or ambiguous what Bis wordQectually @oth make it®
22 pgain, Paul is not here propounding sacramental theology. The context is an exhortation against participating
in the worship of idols and so partaking with demons, which does not fit with belonging to Christ.
2 See John 8:46; Luke 23:4, 15, 22, 41, 47; 1 Pet. 2:22; 3:18; 1 John 2:29; 3:5; 2 Cor. 5:21; Heb. 7:26; 4:15.
% Op. cit., e.g. pp. 220, 223, 258.
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|'s this the significance the Lord@ Suppe hasfor us?

Sacrificial Significance

How would the disciples have undestood JesusOwords (Take, eat; this is my body® By
assodation in the minds of the disciples, this would have invested his death with the
character and significance of the sacrifices of the sin offering, the guilt offering and the
offering of well-being, some of which was eaten by the paticipants (see Lev. 6:24b7:18):
Ghe priest shdl make atonament on your behdf for the sin that you have committed, and you
shdl be forgivenO(Lev. 4:35), and @s an offering by fire of pleasing odourto the LorpO
(Lev. 3:5).

A much wider significance and efficacy, however, is attributed to this death than to these
Old Testament sacrifices tha needed to be repesated. This is by virtue of its once for al
naure, and that it is Gor manyOHebrews 10:151.8 needs to be studied closely in this regard.
Also, its bendfits are eternd. In John 6:51, Jesus speaks of himsdlf as Ghe living bread tha
came down from heavenQ and goes on to say, Ghe bread that | will give for the life of the
world is my flesh®Jesusidentifies Ghose who eat my flesh@® again a sacrificia referenceN
as vhoever bdievesO He says those who do this ave eternd life, and | will raise them up
on the last dayO(John 6:47, 54, 57E68). None of the earlier sacrifices guaranteed thisN they
bestowed only temporal benefits.

Thus JesusOdeath, and the Lord@ Suppe tha goes with it, have sacrificial connottions
but cannot be contained within any sacrificial schemeN not even that of the Old Testament.
They go way beyond that and, in the process, eliminae it. To revert, then, to seeing the
Lord@ Suppe in any way as a sacrifice in itself (see Study Two: &omething to Offer?) will
end up making it more a condant @eminde of sinQ(Heb. 10:3) than a remembrance of the
risen Lord Jesus Christ (see bdow).

Jesus words regarding the cup, @rink fromit, all of you, for thisis my blood®al so brings
us into something quite different. Tha the disciples should be told to drink wha Jesus
designates as Gny blood@akes them way beyond anything that is foundin the Old Testament,
where the drinking of blood was forbidden (e.g. Lev. 17:10). Yet the blood was central to
wha God provided in the sacrifice Gor making atonement for your livesQ(Lev. 17:11). Once
agan, the Old Testament sacrifices point to something they can never achieve of themselves
(asin Rom. 3:21ER6; 8:3R4). Here, no doubt @rinkingCegain signifies bdieving, as in John
6:47 compare 6:54, and 7:38a

If, as the gogds say, thelast mea of Jesuswith his disciples was the Passover feast, then
in front of Jesus on the table would have been the Passover lamb. He could well have drawn
out the implications of his death in terms of the Passover lamb (as Paul did later in 1 Cor.
5:7), but hechose to bypassit. A greater than Mosesis here (compare Heb. 3:3).

Howisthe sacrifice of Jesusdifferent fromthe Old Testament sacrifices?
What are the dange's of seeing the Lord@ Suppe as circunmscribed by the Old Testament or
some other sacrificial system?

My Father@ Kingdom

@ tell you, | will never again drink of this fruit of the vine until tha day when | drink it
new with you in my Fathe®@ kingdon© These words of Jesus immediately following and
pat of the Qvords of inditutionCof the Lord@ Suppe, but usudly left out of liturgical texts,
reveal JesusOwhole orientation, as he goes to his terrible desth. It was Gor the joy that was
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set before himOtha Jesus @ndured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right
hand of the throne of GodQHeb. 12:2). Whatever he has to face, JesusOheart and mind and
whole being is set on the glorious outcome: Gha day when | drink it new with you in my
Father@ kingdamO This is a reference to the promised GeastOof Isaiah 25:6E9, where God
Qvill swallow up death forever . . . and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all
the earthQ By comparison with tha, and in sure anticipaion and readiness for it, Jesus
undetakes not to drink of Ghis fruit of the vinedin the cup tha is before themN a powerful
avowal.

The Lord® Suppe has a similar forward look and eager anticipation: &or as often as you
eat this bread and drink the cup, you prodaim the Lord® death untl he comesO(1 Cor.
11:26).

How much do we see our participation in the Lord® Suppe as a routine part of our daily
lives?
How much dowe see it asa participationin thelife of theageto come?

The New Covenant for the Forgiveness of Sins

Thus in readiness for tha age of ew heavens and a new earth in which righteousiess
dwells O(2 Pet. 3:13), the cup is @ny blood of the [new] covenant . . . for the forgiveness of
sinsd The ®lood of the covenantOthrown againg the atar and over the people by Moses at
Sina signified thar obedient union with God in @Il thewordstha the LorD has spokenQ(see
Exodus24:3E8). This was @ covenant tha they broked after which God promised @ new
covenantOby which @ will put my law within them . . . they shdl all knowme. . . for | will
forgive thdr iniquity, and remember thar sin no moreQ This is in keeping with Ghe fixed
orderOof creation and Gny covenant with day and night and the ordinances of heaven and
earthQ(see Jer. 31:31E87; 33.25E26). This promise, Jesus says, is beng fulfilled in his death.

What connection do we see between the Lord@ Suppe and living the judified and righteous
life of theageto come?

A Living Remembrance

In his account of the Lord@ Supper, Paul indudes the words of Jesus @o this in
remembrance of meQ(1 Cor. 11224, 25). Some, paticularly in reaction agans any notion of
GransubdantiationQor @eal presenceOhave taken this to mean tha the Lord@ Suppe is a
Mae memorialOof JesusN a remembering and nothing more. To this, P. T. Forsyth says:
Mow can we have a mere memorial of onewhoistill alive, still ourlife, still present with us
and actingin us?®.

RemembranceQin the Scriptures is something much more actud and dynamic than amere
caling to mind. The widow of Zarephah, when he son became mortaly ill, said to the
prophé Elijah: @Vha have you againg me, O man of God? Y ou have come to me to bring
my sin to remembrance, and to cause the desth of my son!®(1 Kings 17:18). Tha is
something with more practical and dynamic consequences than a mere remembering! (We do
not want the Lord® Suppe to betha kind of @eminde of sin® see above unde Gacrificial
SignificanceOon Heb. 10:3; compare 1 Cor. 11:30, in Study Three: Mynamic Effects®)
Similarly Psalm 1114 says of God: Me has caused his wondeaful works to be rememberedO

% Op. cit. pp. 215E2186.
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How has He donetha? A reading of the entire psalm will showthat it has not been by a mere
recitation or liturgical enactment of them, but by His powerful and effective saving actionsin
the present. The @emembranceQof Jesus in the Lord® Suppe is of this order. No doubt
Paul® sending of Timothy to Corinth Go remind you of my ways in Christ JesusO(1 Cor.
4:17) came notonly by teaching butaso by personal embodimentin living.

What are theimplicationsfor usof the Lord@ Super beng more thana @nere memorial®

The Bread from Heaven

JesusOdiscourse on himself as the bread of life follows John® account of the feeding of @
large crowdOaround Passover time (John 6:1B15). It has no direct reference to the Lord@
Suppe (John,indexd, does not refer to any actions with bread and cup at the meal the night
before Jesus died), but it is replete with the meaning of our relationsip with Christ by
paticipation, throughfaith, in His saving death, that the Lord®@ Suppe is al about It spesks
of living by thegift of God throughChrist@ giving of himself on thecross:

When they found him on the other side of the sea, they said to him, (Rabbi, when did you come here?0
26 Jesus answered them, O/ery truly, | tell you, you are looking for me, not because you saw signs, but
because you ate your fill of the loaves. 27 Do not work for the food that perishes, but for the food that
endures for eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. For it is on him that God the Father has set
his seal.O

28 Then they said to him, QNhat must we do to perform the works of God?029 Jesus answered them,
Orhisis the work of God, that you believe in him whom he has sent.030 So they said to him, QVhat sign
are you going to give us then, so that we may see it and believe you? What work are you performing? 31
Our ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness; asit is written, ®e gave them bread from heaven to eat.@
32 Then Jesus said to them, O/ery truly, | tell you, it was not Moses who gave you the bread from
heaven, but it is my Father who gives you the true bread from heaven. 33 For the bread of God is that
which comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.034 They said to him, CBir, give us this bread
aways.O

35 Jesus said to them, O am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, and
whoever believes in me will never be thirsty. 36 But | said to you that you have seen me and yet do not
believe. 37 Everything that the Father gives me will come to me, and anyone who comes to me | will
never drive away; 38 for | have come down from heaven, not to do my own will, but the will of him who
sent me. 39 And thisis the will of him who sent me, that | should lose nothing of all that he has given me,
but raise it up on the last day. 40 This is indeed the will of my Father, that all who see the Son and
believe in him may have eternd life; and | will raise them up on the last day.O

41 Then the Jews began to complain about him because he said, O am the bread that came down from
heaven.042 They were saying, Qs not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know?
How can he now say, @ have come down from heaven@043 Jesus answered them, (Do not complain
among yourselves. 44 No one can come to me unless drawn by the Father who sent me; and | will raise
that person up on the last day. 45 It is written in the prophets, @\nd they shall all be taught by God.O
Everyone who has heard and learned from the Father comes to me. 46 Not that anyone has seen the
Father except the one who is from God; he has seen the Father. 47 Very truly, | tell you, whoever
believes has eternal life. 48 | am the bread of life. 49 Y our ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness, and
they died. 50 This is the bread that comes down from heaven, so that one may eat of it and not die. 51 |
am the living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats of this bread will live forever; and the
bread that | will give for the life of the world is my flesh.O

52 The Jews then disputed among themselves, saying, (How can this man give us his flesh to eat?053
So Jesus said to them, O/ery truly, | tell you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his
blood, you have no life in you. 54 Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood have eternal life, and |
will raise them up on the last day; 55 for my flesh is true food and my blood is true drink. 56 Those who
eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and | in them. 57 Just as the living Father sent me, and |
live because of the Father, so whoever eats me will live because of me. 58 This is the bread that came
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down from heaven, not like that which your ancestors ate, and they died. But the one who eats this bread
will live forever.059 He said these things while he was teaching in the synagogue at Capernaum.

60 When many of his disciples heard it, they said, Orhis teaching is difficult; who can accept it?061
But Jesus, being aware that his disciples were complaining about it, said to them, (Does this offend you?
62 Then what if you were to see the Son of Man ascending to where he was before? 63 It is the spirit that
gives life; the flesh is useless. The words that | have spoken to you are spirit and life. 64 But among you
there are some who do not believe.OFor Jesus knew from the first who were the ones that did not believe,
and who was the one that would betray him. 65 And he said, GFor this reason | have told you that no one
can come to me unlessit is granted by the Father.O

66 Because of this many of his disciples turned back and no longer went about with him. 67 So Jesus
asked the twelve, o you also wish to go away?068 Simon Peter answered him, Q_ord, to whom can we
go? You have the words of eternal life. 69 We have come to believe and know that you are the Holy One
of God.070 Jesus answered them, Did | not choose you, the twelve? Y et one of you is a devil.O71 He
was speaking of Judas son of Simon Iscariot, for he, though one of the twelve, was going to betray him
(John 6:25Br71).

Jesus recognises tha those who have come looking for him are seeking satisfaction for
themselves, and seeking to do something of themselves (vv. 26, 28). He directs them to an
action tha the Father will do in the Son, which will result in thar not perishing but having
eternd life (vv. 27, 29). They look for him of himself to do a miraculoussign, such as they
condder Moses did with the mannain the wilderness. Jesus redirects them to the Fathe @
action in MosesOday, and even more so now to the Father sending Ghe true bread from
heavenQ(vv. 30B83). They want this for themselves, and Jesus makes it clear tha heis this
all-satisfying gift. Jesus anticipaes that some of them will not want this, but that those who
bdieve and come and have eternd life will be those whom the Father gives to the Son (vv.
34E87). Jesus himself, in contrast to those heis addressing, lives entirely from the Father, and
desires only to dowha the Father has sent him for (vv. 38£40).

Then begin expressions of dissentN they object to the naure and the manne of the gift
(v. 41942). Jesusreiterates the Father@ initiative and action for the gift of eternd life, that is
to be foundin himsalf (vv. 43E60). This is when he begins to spesk of giving himselfN his
own fleshN a reference to the action of the cross (v. 51, which Joachim Jeremias treats as a
variant of the words of inditution at the Lord® Suppe).? This is further explicated in terms
of eating JesusOflesh and drinking his blood\ a participation by faith (compare v. 54 with v.
47) in JesusOviolent and sacrificial death (vv. 52E69; see above on Matt. 26:26E28, unde
acrificia Significanced.

This assodiation of the bread of life with JesusOsacrificial death occasions deep offence
tha causes many of these unbdieving disciples to leave Jesus (vv. 60B66). The twelve
remain, because they have been broughtto bdieve and know that Jesusis the Holy Onefrom
God, with the words of eternd life. Even so, among them is Judas, through whom the
handing-over of Jesusto death will happen (vv 67D71).

Thus are clearly set out the issues: of living from God or attempting to live from
oursalves; of living by faith, by Ghe spiritOtha is from God Gha gives lifeQ through the
death of Jesus or of attempting to live from Ghe fleshCthat is QiselessQ that issues in desath.
Thisiswha we are faced with as we come to the L ord@ Suppe.

Assignment Question

What was the significance of JesusOwords and actions at the lag ‘meal he had with his
disciples before he died? Whatis the dynanic significance of the Lord@ Suppe for us?

% The Eucharistic Words of Jesus
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Study Six

SACRAMENTS, CHURCH, AND LIFE

Living from God

We began this series of studies with the question: Do we live from God, or from ourselves?
JesusOteaching from John 6 tha we looke at in the last study was wholly an apped to live
from God, as we were made to do, in the gift of redemption tha God has brought by the
giving of His Son to death on the cross. All tha we have seen of the meaning and action of
the sacraments of baptisn and the Lord@ supper bears this out, and heps to make this
possible.

We have seen tha any attempt to make the sacraments other than the sheer gift of God, or
in any way dissodated from the action of the Cross of Chrigt, is to introdue serious
aberrationsin practice and consequent living. To see the sacraments, along with all else, as
primarily the action of God, focussed on the giving of His Son for uson the cross, engendea's
arightness and soundnes of thoughtand actionin life. This we shdl now trace in the church
andin thelives of Christian bdievers.

The Unity of the Spirit

The church in Ephesians 2:15 is described as @nenew humenityQ(literally @nenew man®
anthrsposN referring primarily to Christ himself, and then to usin him). This new humanity
has direct Gccess in one Spirit to the FatherO(Eph. 2:18). This has been made possible by
Gheforgiveness of our trespasses) when God @nade us alive together with ChristQ(Eph. 1:7;
2:5). A great cleandng has been made in the cross of Christ, effective for all naions and
available to al who bdieve, such tha the @ommandments and ordinancesOwhich previoudy
distinguished between the clean and the unclean, God® people Isragl and the Gentile nations
have now been abolished (Eph. 2:11E22; compare Lev. 20:25ER6; Acts 10:9P16). The total
forgiveness of sins, effected in the Cross, has removed the barrier between sinna's and God,
and also the bariers beween sinnea's and each other. We are now onein Christ.

This has implicationsfor how we now live togeher in the church. These are spdled outin
Ephesians4:186:

| therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling to which you have been
called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, making every
effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body and one Spirit, just as
you were called to the one hope of your calling, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of
all, who is above all and through al and in all.

We do not make or condruct the unityN it is given. We are to maintain wha has been given,
andtoliveinit.

Note here the reference to @ne baptismO Both baptism and the Lord@ Suppe relate
centrally to thisunity:

For in the one Spirit we were al baptised into one body (1 Cor. 12:13).

Because there is one bread, we who are many are one body, for we all partake of the one bread (1 Cor.
10:17).
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In the first study we saw the importance in God® purpos of the unity of al things The
church has avital role to play in God® (lan for the fullness of time, to gather up all thingsin
him [Christ], thingsin heaven and thingson earthQ(Eph. 1:10). Our unity with oneanother in
the saving work of Christ is essential in this purpo<.

How tragic and perverse, then, is the disunity of Christians in the very things through
which this unity is brought and enhanced: the word of the gogd, and the sacraments of
baptism and the Lord@ suppe! Nothing has divided the church of God more than our
approach to and undestanding of the sacramentsN the very thingstha are given for usto be
onein. When we realise, however, that Satan and the powers of evil are outto destroy God®
purmpos, we need hardly be surprised tha these are the very thingstha will come unde
fiercest attack, tha will enlist al the foibles and failings of human flesh, and the dead-set
determination of the world, in its cause. The devil knows where to attack God® people; the
flesh takes up his cause with great gudo; and the world applauds All the more reason why
we should beonthealert, and not be deceived, in these things

What experiences hawe we had of disunity over the sacraments?
What experiences hawe we had of unity in andthroughthe sacraments?

How, then, are we to live rightly in @l that has come to usin the gospe throughthe word
and sacraments, to @naintain the unity of the Spirit in thebondof peace®

Living in the Forgiveness of Sins

This is a church in which forgiveness has come to all; therefore all are to live togeher in
forgiveness:

Put away from you al bitterness and wrath and anger and wrangling and slander, together with all
malice, and be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ has forgiven
you. Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children, and live in love, as Christ loved us and gave
himself up for us, afragrant offering and sacrifice to God (Eph. 4:31E6:2).

Jesus himself made forgiveness towards each other a sine qua non (Qvithout which not of
beingin theforgiveness of God:

For if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will aso forgive you; but if you do not
forgive others, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses (Matt. 6:14P15; compare 18:21£85).

Jesus also maderelationd recondliation a prerequisite for offering any gift in worship, which
could well be applied in our approach to the sacraments:

So when you are offering your gift a the altar, if you remember that your brother [or sister] has
something against you, leave your gift there before the altar and go; first be reconciled to your brother [or
sister], and then come and offer your gift (Matt. 5:23ER4).

On this account, a nunber of churches nowindudea @reeting of peaceNOin ther celebration
of the Lord@ suppe, to ensure tha participants are On love and charityOwith each other and
with all.

What difference would it make if this principle was invariably applied to our participatonin
theLord@ Suppe?
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Varieties of Gifts, but the Same Spirit

In this church also we are broughtto appreciate, honourand benefit from the different
gifts of Godin oneanother. After speaking of the unity of the Spirit in Ephesians4, Paul goes
on to Christ@ gifting of his people. The gifts of apodles, prophés, evangdists, pastors and
teachers are given @o equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of
Christ, until all of uscome to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God,
to maturity, to the measure of thefull stature of ChristQ as the bodyis built up in love (Eph.
4:12P13, 15B616).

Paul reminded the believers in Corinth that &n the one Spirit we were all baptised into one
bodyN Jews or Greeks, saves or freeN and we were all made to drink of one SpiritQ(1 Cor.
12:13). Ethnic and sodal differences now countfor nothing in Christ. Different giftingsalso
are al Gy the oneSpiritd no onecan excludeor margindise any other; al have need of each
other (see 1 Cor. 12:4E26; also 14:26882). LoveN the kind of love tha is from GodN is the
absolute necessity (see 1 Cor. 13).

Every Christian group has a particular emphass or point of view regarding the
undestanding and practice of the sacraments. What differences are we aware of? How
might these thingsbeturned from points of division to mutual enhan@ment?

Largeness of Heart
Paul had encountered divisonsand paty-spirit amongthe Corinthian bdievers:

Now | appedl to you, brothers [and sisters], by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you be in
agreement and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind and the
same purpose. For it has been reported to me by Chloe® people that there are quarrels among you, my
brothers [and sisters]. What | mean is that each of you says, Q belong to Paul,Oor O belong to Apollos,O
or O belong to Cephas,Oor O belong to Christ.O(1 Cor. 1:10812).

Inevitably, some of the division had focussed on baptism and who different people had been
baptised by:

Has Christ been divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptised in the name of Paul? | thank
God that | baptised none of you except Crispus and Gaius, so that no one can say that you were baptised
in my name. (I did baptise aso the household of Stephanas;, beyond that, | do not know whether |
baptised anyone else.) For Christ did not send me to baptise but to proclaim the gospel, and not with
eloquent wisdom, so that the cross of Christ might not be emptied of its power (1 Cor. 1:13B17).

Here Paul bringsthem firmly back to the person of Christ and his work of the cross. With this
at thecentre, heis able to encouragethem into alargeness of heart tha matches the greatness
of God@gift:

For al things are yours, whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas or the world or life or death or the present or
the futureN all belong to you, and you belong to Christ, and Christ belongs to God (1 Cor. 3:21E23).

In what ways do we deny the greatness of God@® gift by our small-mindedness or limited
love? How could that bedifferent?
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Wait for One Another

Paul confronts this division aso in the context of thdr coming together for the Lord®
Suppe:

Now in the following instructions | do not commend you, because when you come together it is not for
the better but for the worse. For, to begin with, when you come together as a church, | hear that there are
divisions among you; and to some extent | believe it. Indeed, there have to be factions among you, for
only so will it become clear who among you are genuine. When you come together, it is not really to eat
the Lord® supper. For when the time comes to eat, each of you goes ahead with your own supper, and
one goes hungry and another becomes drunk. What! Do you not have homes to eat and drink in? Or do
you show contempt for the church of God and humiliate those who have nothing? What should | say to
you? Should I commend you? In this matter | do not commend you! (1 Cor. 11:17£22).

Separation, and lack of condderation for Ghose who have nothingQamounts to @ontempt of
the church of Godd and in no way paticipaes in anything to do with the Lord. To address
this, Paul reiterates wha Jesus did the night before he died, and the significance he gave it,
and summarises. @For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you prodaim the
L ord@ death until he comesQ(1 Cor. 11:26). Over agang wha they were doing at the Lord®
Suppe, Paul rooted it back to the action of the Cross, and wha God was giving usthere.

To beunmindful of thisinvites seriousconsquences:

Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be
answerable for the body and blood of the Lord. Examine yourselves, and only then eat of the bread and
drink of the cup. For al who eat and drink without discerning the body, eat and drink judgment against
themselves. For this reason many of you are weak and ill, and some have died. But if we judged
ourselves, we would not be judged. But when we are judged by the Lord, we are disciplined so that we
may not be condemned along with the world (1 Cor. 11:27E82).

What does @iscerning the bodyGnean? The context should determine this. The word ®odyO
isused in 10:16 to refer to Ghe body of ChristGesit was given over to the action of the cross.
In 11:27 it hasasimilar significance. Y et Qvithoutdiscerning the bodyQn 11:29 is equivalent
to the division and lack of congderation shown in 17622, which is to Ghow contempt for the
church, andin 12:12ER7 the ody of ChristOrefers to the church. Can we say tha @iscerning
the bodyOn the L ord® suppe has areference in both directions? We are to be mindful of all
tha God has given usin the cross of Christ, and live by the goodof tha in the body of people
tha was forged there in union with Christ himself.
Theimplicationsfor living in lovefor oneanother are clear:

So then, my brothers [and sisters], when you come together to eat, wait for one another. If you are
hungry, eat at home, so that when you come together, it will not be for your condemnation (1 Cor.
11:33E84).

What are the implications of this for how we approach the Lord® supper; not only in our
own fellowship, but also with othersin thewider church?

Ritual and Ceremonial

Obedience to Christ with regard to the sacraments involves saying certain words and doing
certain actions @Ritud Ois used to spesk of the words we say (the GiteQ, and @eremonialO's
used of the actionsdone These thingsare a necessary goodN they are pat of the gift. They
come to have bad connottionswhen they descend into ritudism (or ceremonialism), whichis
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when the form becomes a thing in itself, and of itselfN not of God, and not of the Cross. It
then takes on the character of a human action wroughtfor its effect upon God and others
which, as we have seen, is not the true nature of a sacrament, and may have more the
character of idolatry.

Do Not Become | dolaters

Paul aso needed to warn the Corinthian bdievers of the dange's of mixing idolatrous
worship with the pure worship of God. | an unmistakable reference to Christian bgptism and
the Lord® suppe, he made clear tha ther participation in the Christian sacraments does not
necessarily protect them from the ham of idolatryN indeed, it may compound ther
judgnent:

I do not want you to be unaware, brothers [and sisters], that our ancestors were all under the cloud, and
all passed through the sea, and all were baptised into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, and all ate the
same spiritua food, and al drank the same spiritua drink. For they drank from the spiritual rock that
followed them, and the rock was Christ. Nevertheless, God was not pleased with most of them, and they
were struck down in the wilderness . . . Therefore, my dear friends, flee from the worship of idols (1 Cor.
10:185, 14).

Here Paul says tha idolatry is actudly paticipaing with demons and tha cannot fit with
paticipaingin Christ and wha God has donein him:

Y ou cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons. Y ou cannot partake of the table of the Lord
and the table of demons (1 Cor. 10:21).

Idolatry arises out of arefusal to horour God as God and give thanksto Him (see Rom. 1:21B
23). It continues if werefuse to trug wholly and solely in Christ for our salvation.

How might our practice of the sacraments conme to participate in idolatry?
How could that beavoided?

TheLorp is God

Having said that, we are also warned not to judgetoo quickly or brutally what is idolatry
and wha is not When the Reubenites, the Gadites and the hdf-tribe of Manasseh, after the
conquest of the promised land, returned to ther land on the other side of the Jordan river,
they built by the Jorden @n atar of great sizeQ) other than the altar that was already in the
tabernacle. The other tribes took this to beidolatrous @ebdlion agang the Lorb( and were
ready for war agang them, only to find tha this altar had been built, notas arebdlion, butas
@ witness between us tha the Lorp is GodQ(Joshua 22). Thus a dangerous miscondruing
and lack of undestanding was allayed by some timely and truthful communication. Similar
hdpful communication would not go astray between parts of the church today. It is always
better to seek to know whéa is in the heart than to judgeon outward appearances (see 1 Sam.
16:7).

When have we foundthat what is in someone3 heart is different from what first appeared
outwardly?
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We arethe Lord®

In the light of Paul(® strictures aganst idolatry in 1 Corinthians 10, we would expect Paul
to issue a total ban on eating mesat offered to idols. This he does not do. In chapter 8 of the
same letter he says tha there is no harm in eating such meat, since al thingscome from God,
and idols are big nothings But there is an overiding consderation: out of love for those
whoe faith is still weak enoughto be derailed by the exercise of such freedom it is best to
abgain for thar sake.

In Romans 14:1P15:7, Paul spesks of those who eat meat and those who abdain; thoe
who observe certain days and those who do not. He saysit is possible for people to do either
n honour of the Lord and give thanks to GodQ since al bedong to the Lord, and are
accountble to God. He says. Qet us then pursue wha makes for pesce and for mutua
upbulding®

In Acts 15, a dtrict application of the law of God would appear to require tha Gentiles
who come to bdieve in Jesusas the Messiah should be circumcised. A larger consderation of
wha God was doing, shgoed by the cleansing power of the gopd throughfaith, in the light
of the promises of Scripture, gave rise to the bold landmark decision not to impose
circumcision on the Gentiles, but also to ask them to avoid giving offence to thar Jewish
brethren in particular matters.

Such a spirit of wisdom and undestanding could well be applied between Christian
bdieverstoday over differencesin howwe undestand and practice the sacraments.

How is pursuing what makes for peace and mutual upbuiding different from jug letting
thingsbe?

Contended | ssues

Such a spirit may be necessary in the face of standoffs over questions regarding, for
example, infant or bdiever@ baptism, immersion or wetting, open or closed communion,
formal or informal services.

At therisk of stirring the potrather than settling the matter, | will make observationson a
couple of these issues.

On the day of Pentecost, Peter urged the people: GRepent, and be baptised every one of
you in the name of Jesus Christ so tha your sins may be forgiven; and you will receive the
gift of the Holy Spirit® He then went on: @or the promise is for you, for your children, and
for al who are far away, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to himO(Acts 2:38E89).
Does this refer to those who are children now, or to (adult) generationsyet to come? We are
not told. Those who baptise infants do not see doing this as any different in kind from the
baptism of adult bdievers. Faith and repentance are till present, expressed in thisingance by
the paents (and godpaents) on behdf of a family membe who is indudeal in the new
covenant of grace (as children were indudel in the old covenant by circumcision; see
Genesis 17:9B14; and Deuteronony 6:4E9; see also 1 Corinthians 7:14).

The Greek word for ®aptiseQin the New Testament generally means immerse or soak.
While to some, who advocate total immersion in bgptism, the amount of water used is
important, and has significant symbolic value, the Greek word ®aptiseOis also used in Luke
11:38to refer to washing a pat of the body only. Thetrue focus of bgptism is notthe action
of baptising, buttheaction of Godin Christ.

Can we honourthose who practice closed communion in thar concern for the purity and
integrity of thegogd, even as we feel and bear within ourselves the pan of separation?
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| make these comments, not to settle the matters, but to open to wider considerationsany
who may have heard only one point of view and, up to now, may have regarded it as
axiometic.

A Purified Conscience

Peter in Acts 15 related how the Gentiles came to Gear the message of the good news and
become bdievers. And God, who knows the human heart, testified to them by giving them
the Holy Spirit, jud as he did to us and in cleandng ther hearts by faith he has made no
distinction between them and usO(Acts 15:769). That is our meeting-point, and our unity with
each other. The mog important thing, for all of us is the knowledge of a pure constience
(tha is, acongience purified by the action of the Cross):

baptism . . . now saves youlN not as aremoval of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good
conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of
God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him (1 Pet. 3:21EP2).

let us approach with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil
conscience and our bodies washed with pure water (Heb. 10:22).

But the aim of such instruction islove that comes from a pure heart, a good conscience, and sincere faith
(A Tim. 1:5).

Shun youthful passions and pursue righteousness, faith, love, and peace, along with those who call on the
Lord from a pure heart (2 Tim. 2:22).

If we have this assurance that all sin has been fully and findly dealt with, then differences
amongs bdievers will notworry us and we will be able to cope with them constructively in
love If we have been pasteurised, we will not need to be honogenised! If we are notin tha
assurance, and so till think we have something we need to prove for ourselves, then our
practice of the sacraments, and our different ways of going about them, will be for us
occasionsof moresin.

Knowing God® mercy and grace, we may even be able to give each other the benefit of
thedoubt It is quite possible that the woman who surreptitioudy toudched JesusOcloek for her
healing did so in a supestitious way, hoping for some kind of magic power to cure herN
hardly agoodbasisfor therelationd action of God. Jesus, however, took it to be an action of
saving faith. However it started out, once she was face to face with him, saving faith is wha
it turned outto be

It is not for usto look into or meddle with the hearts of other people. It is enoughto be
shown our own, and wha God has donewith tha:

God@ firm foundation stands, bearing this inscription: Orhe Lord knows those who are his,Oand, Qet
everyone who calls on the name of the Lord turn away from wickedness.O(2 Tim. 2:19).

What difference does it make in our approad to and undestanding of the sacraments to
knowthat our consciences hawe been totally cleansed?

Assignment Question

What is the connection between the sacraments and the unity of all things? What are the
implicationsof this for our unde standing and practice of the sacraments?
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