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ALIVE TO GOD: CRUCIFIED WITH CHRIST
Study One

THE CROSS AND US

The Scriptures testify that Qvhile we still were sinna's Christ died for usO)(Rom. 5:8) and
hrist died for our singY(1 Cor. 15:3). We are told that (Christ also suffered for sinsonce
for all, therighteousfor the unrighteous in order to bring you to GodO(1 Pet. 3:18), and
that @Bod sent his only Soninto theworld so tha we might live through himQ(1 John 4:9).

This is often taken to mean tha Christ took the punishment or judgement of God for
our sins, so tha we do not now have to face it. 0’he wages of sin is desth@ Christ
suffered and pad tha pendty in our place and so we are forgiven and free to liveN Ghe
free gift of God is eternd lifein Christ Jesusour LordQ(Rom. 6:23).

Trueasthat is, it can sometimes be presented and received at arm@ length, as if it were
atransaction effected somehow apart from us which certainly affects us, butin which we
are not directly involved. This can have certain grievous pastoral consequences in the
lives of bdievers, and of the church.

There is a whole dimenson of biblical witness that cannot be ignored here. The New
Testament congstently spesks of Christ@ death as somehow involving our desth, and that
we are thoe who have oursdlves died with Christ.l Among thos who make much of
Christ@ death for uson our behdf, many are hard-pressed to be able to say what it means
to them tha they have been @rudfied with ChristQand the pat this playsin their life.

It could be tha we are missng out on something quite cruda in this lack of
recognition and undestanding. L. E. Maxwell, founding princpd in 1922 of the Prairie
Bible Inditute of Three Hills, Alberta, Canada, soughtin his teaching to correct this lack.
A missionay from Africa respondel: @f only al of our missionaies had this teaching, it
would be the solution of many of our difficulties on the field(® We may have some
difficulties onthefield here for lack of this teaching. There may be those of uswho think
we can be Chrigtianswithoutever having been crucified with Christ. Paul however says:

If we have died with him, we will also live with him (2 Tim. 2:11).

It would appear that the having died is indispensable to the being alive, and not otherwise.
So what doesit mean for usto say: @ have been crudfied with ChristQ

1 seecal. 2:19600; 2 Cor. 5:14015, 17; John 12:31883; Mark 8:34E85 and parallels; Rom. 6:3D14; Col. 2:11612;
Rom. 7:186; 2 Tim. 2:11; Rom. 8:10; Col. 2:20EB:6, 12; Gal. 5:24; 6:14B15; John 12:23E05.

2L E Maxwell, Born Crucified, Oliphants, London 1958, p. 7. While Maxwell promotes a particular view of
sanctification that sees Ghe life of victory in ChristOof Romans 6 as a progression upon Ghe wilderness of Romans
7...the land of mixed and divided attention®(p. 141), nevertheless what he has to say about the identification of the
believer with Christ in his death, and what that entails, isnot to be ignored or bypassed.



PAUL AND THE CROSS OF CHRIST

Paul spokeof hisrelationship with Christ@ death in this way:

| have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer | who live, but it is Christ who lives in me. And the
lifel now livein the flesh | live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me (Gal.
2:19E00).

What did it mean for Paul to say: @ have been crudfied with Christ@® For him, it had to do
with thelaw of God:

For through the law | died to the law, so that | might live to God. | have been crucified with Christ . . .

It was a death he died through the law. Before he was met by Christ on the road to
Damascus, Paul thoughthe had kept thewhole law of God:

as to righteousness under the law, blameless (Phil. 3:6).

After he was met by Christ, it was a very different story. Then he knew himself to be &
blasphamer, a persecutor, and a man of violence@ GheforemogCof sinnas (1 Tim. 1:13,
16). Then he knew tha the law of God, tha he had thought he was keeping so well,
actudly condanned him to death. His horrible sin, throughthe goodand holy law of God,
killed him dead:

| was once alive apart from the law, but when the commandment came, sin revived and | died, and the
very commandment that promised life proved to be death to me. For sin, seizing an opportunity in the
commandment, deceived me and through it killed me. So the law is holy, and the commandment is holy
and just and good. Did what is good, then, bring death to me? By no means! It was sin, working death in
me through what is good, in order that sin might be shown to be sin, and through the commandment
might become sinful beyond measure (Rom. 7:9B13).

From that point of view, Paul calls this law of God Ghe law of sin and desthO(Rom.
8:2)N and so it isfor any who have broken it. Paul cites Deuteronony 27:26to say:

Cursed is everyone who does not observe and obey al the things written in the book of the law (Gal.
3:10).

This indudes all sinne's who @ely on the works of the law® who think tha by trying to
keep the law after they have sinned they can make themselves righteousbefore God. This
optionis closed off to themN if it was ever there. The law of God was given to thos who
had already been saved by God and broughtinto afaith-relationship with Him, to spdl out
wha it meansto live in tha relationgip. Any notion that the law is something we can
take to ourselves and peform to prove ourselves before God is an arrogant denial and
defiance of tha salvation and tha relationdhip:

Now it is evident that no one is justified before God by the law; for 0'he one who is righteous will live
by faithQ(Gal. 3:11).

To take God@® law and seek to implement it as a subditute for tha God-given faith-
relationdhip is an abuse of the law, which the law itself righty condenns Paul came to
therealisation tha thelaw which he thoughthe was keeping so well actudly, in that very
exercise, condenned him to death.

When did this redlisation hgppen to Paul? It happened when he saw Jesus, in al his
risen glory, ontheroad to Damascus



Now as he was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around
him. He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, Gaul, Saul, why do you persecute me?OHe
asked, @ho are you, Lord?OThe reply came, @ am Jesus, whom you are persecuting®(Acts 9:3E5).

Paul@ address of this one as Q ordQindicates tha he knew that he was taking to the
longed-for Messiah. The shodk came to Paul when he heard this one3 real name. Jesus,
whom Paul had thoughtno better than a condenned crimind, whos name and followers
he was trying to stamp out, Paul now foundto have been God® holy Messiah all aong
Y et that then raised a seriousquestion. Paul had been persecuting Christian bdievers who
had the effrontery to claim wha to Paul was a prepogerousand dangerousfalsehood:that
the Messiah had died, in a way tha had been cursed by God. Y et now he had unmistak-
ably met this Messiah, and he was JesusN and Jesus had died in this wayN why?
Obvioudy, in thelight of this, not for any wrong Jesus had done Then on whose account
had Jesusdied?1t came to Paul in aflash: Paul was the sinne” condemned by God® lawN

Jesus had died the desth that was dueto Paul: @hrist . . . theSonof God. . . loved me and
gave himself for meO

JESUS OUR SUBSTITUTE

This is often taken to mean: Jesus died ingead of meN he took the punishment for my
sinsN so now | do not have to die eterndly, and praise God for thaN | am free! Free from
thelaw@ condemnation, free from the guilt of my sin, free from the sentence of desath. All
of tha istrue asfar asit goes. All sorts of nice little stories are told of people who have
subdgituted themselves or given ther lives for another in a dangeous situaion, or those
who have taken someone else(3 punishment, to illustrate what Jesus did and convince us
tha it wasfor us and to show ushow grateful we should fed!.
Janet McKenzie relates onesuch story in her book Ebenezer:3

Away in the mountains of Virginia, in America, there was a certain school that no teacher could handle.
The boys (for there were no girls at this school) were so rough that teacher after teacher tried for awhile,
and then resigned. It certainly was a bad school.

After the school had been closed for some time because it lacked a teacher, a grey-eyed young man
applied to the Committee for the position. The old chairman scanned him and then said, &f oung fellow,
you know what you®e asking? An awful hiding! Every teacher we have had for years has had to take it.O

Qi risk it,Onereplied.

Word was sent round: chool & in! Gand the boys gathered, ready for some fun, and certainly not with
the idea of gaining any knowledge. As the young teacher walked in, one big fellow named Tom
whispered, @ won® need any help, boys. | can lick him myself.O

The teacher said, @ood morning, boys. | have come to conduct school.OAt that they all yelled at the
top of their voices and laughedN certainly an unpromising start.

Again the teacher spoke. Qlow | want a good school, but confess | do not know how to have it unless
you help me. Suppose we have afew rules. Y ou make them and 1@l write them on the blackboard.O

This was fun, and the boys were all attention. No stealinQ0yelled one. @n time,Ocame next, and so
on, until finally ten rules appeared.

Mow,Gsaid the teacher, Glaw is no good unless there is a penalty attached. What shall we do with the
one who breaks the rules?0

The reply was rather unexpected. Beat him across the back ten times without his coat on.O

(rhat is pretty severe, boys. Are you prepared to stand by it?

Another yell, and the teacher called, Gchool comes to order! O

All went well for a couple of daysN exceptionally wellN until Big Tom found his lunch was stolen.
Upon enquiry, the thief was found to be ahungry little fellow about ten years old.

3 NCPI, Blackwood, 1983, pp. 65868.



The next morning the teacher announced, @ve@e found the thief and he must be punished according
to your ruleN ten stripes across the back without his coat on. Jim, come up here.O

The little trembling frame came up slowly, wearing a big coat fastened up to the neck, and pleaded,
(reacher, you can lick me as hard as you like, but please don®ask me to take my coat off.O

(rake your coat off; you helped to make the rules,Owas the reply.

@h, teacher, please don® make me,Che pleaded, as he began to unbutton his coat.

Then the teacher saw that, cold as it was, the little lad had no shirt on, and only strings for braces over
his bony little body.

(How can | whip this poor child?Ohe wondered. @ut | must do something if | am to keep control of
the school.O

(How isit that you are without a shirt, Jim?0he asked.

Oy father is dead,OJim replied, @nd Mother is very poor. | have only one shirt and she is washing
that today; | wore my brother@ big coat to keep warm.O

There was absolute silence, and the teacher, rod in hand, hesitated, bewildered.

Just then Big Tom jumped to his feet and said, (Teacher, 1@l take Jim@& licking for him.O

The teacher was dumfounded. Here was the one whose lunch was stolen, offering to take the thiefG
place. & ery well, then,bhe said at last. There is alaw that one can become a substitute for another. Are
you al agreed?0

Off came Tom@ coat, he bent his back, and the teacher started. One! two! three! four! five!N and then
the rod broke. The teacher bowed his head in his hands and thought, @How can | finish this awful task?0

Then he heard an amazing sound; those rough boys were sobbing. He lifted his head to see a most
touching sight. Little Jim had reached up and caught Tom with both arms round his neck. (Tom, | am
sorry | stole your lunch, but | was awful hungry. Tom, I@ love you till | die for taking my whipping for
me. Yes, I®l love you forever.O

For all its datedness, shortcomingsand sentimentalityN in our earsN this story is making a
point aboutpend subditution. Theapplicationis given:

We have all broken the rules in the school of life and deserve eternal punishment. But even as Tom took
little Jim@ whipping for him, the Lord Jesus Christ took our punishment for us when He died on the
Cross. Even though we have sinned against Him, He willingly Gook our whippingOfor us. If we will
only accept Him as our Saviour, then we can know that our punishment has been taken.

Jim said to the one who took his place, (Tom, 1@l love you forever for taking my whipping for me.O
Surely when we realise that the Lord Jesus took our punishment for us, we do the same.

Stories such as this one contain truth, and have been powerfully used of God to bring
people to faithin Christ. Janet McKenze condudes:

Before that story was finished, not only I, but several others, men as well as women, were weeping. We
could readily picture our own selves as Little Jim, Big Tom as Jesus bearing our sins on the cross, and
the Teacher as God Himself, applying the punishment for sin.

Praises, and prayers for sins yet unconfessed were raised to God that night, and led some to a closer
wak with God.

God honous those with glad and humble faith, and bringsthem to Himself. We may ask,
however, whether degp down our consciences are findly satisfied by such an account of
the gogpd. Amazing and hunbling as it is to have someone else die for us we are the
oneswho sinnal. We are the ones who needed to die. Jus having someonedie for usdoes
not changethat. There is something still not right, something still unfinished, about Jesus
having died for uswhile we are still walking around alive and scot-freeN when we are the
ones who should have died.

Could we go so far asto say that if Jesus died onthat cross and we did not, then we are
still walking aboutas urregenerate sinnas, alienated fromthelife of God?

Talking of Jesus as our substitute, or even as our representative, only goes so far. A
subdgitute does something instead of usN but that means tha it hgppens to the subditute



and not to us so we are sill out of it. A representative does something for usN an
Audraian wins a swimming race and gets a gold medd for Audralia and they play our
naiond anthemN but we know very well tha we were not in the water there and
swimming that fastN we were sitting back in an armchar watching it on television!

People faith in Jesus can be a bit like tha: God had this problem with our sin, so He
sorted it out by sending His Son to die for us so that cleared al tha up, and now we can
get onwith it. It@ all at oneremoveN it hgppened out there somewhere and, even though
it was for us we were not directly involved. And so it is possible for us to remain
untouched by tha, and undhangedN basically the same as we were before. Except that we
may have some thoughtprocesses by which we are convinced tha it was donefor us and
tha we should be grateful.

CRUCIFIED WITH CHRIST

Paul did not just say, @hrist . . . the Son of God. . . loved me and gave himself for meO
He also said, @ have been crudfied with ChristO Paul conddered himself to have died that
terrible death there with JesusN and rightly so. The sentence of death that the law of God
rightly requiresN despite, and even because of, all Paul(3 attempts to keep and uphold the
law of God in his own self-righteoushessN that sentence of death that Paul deserved was
passed aganst Paul there, and Paul was jusly executed thereN in Christ. Paul was not
only condenned to desth: the desth sentence was actudly carried outN it is as if the
corpse was examined, Paul was pronouned dead, and the degth certificate was signed.

The problem with those stories about people taking someone3 punishment or giving
thar lives for someone else is tha they do not come anywhere near wha was hgppening
here on the cross. Wha Jesus did there was unlike anything that has ever hgpopened, or
could ever hgppen, before or since. We have nothing to compare it with. Our love goes
only so far. We can give ourselves to another person, and we can give ourselves for
another person (see Rom. 5:7), but we can never in love so identify with them tha we
become tha personin whaever tha personis going throughor needsto go through,while
never findly succumbing to its power ourselves. Yet tha is wha Christ did there. Ble
himself bore our sins in his body on the crossO(1 Pet. 2:24), while he yet remained
Qvithout sinOhimself (Heb. 4:15; cf. 1 John 3:5). Peter does not say he bore the
punishment for our sins He says he bore our sins It is impossible to separate sins from
the person who has donethem. We carry them with usandin us as pat of ourselves, with
al ther terrible guilt and shame and confuson and burden and grief and pan and
hardness of heart. Romans 1:18E8B2 makes it clear that to bear the wrath of God is to be
given ove by God to the terrible outworkings of the sin tha isin us, in al its futility,
darkness and confudon, impurity and degradaion and peversion, and wickedness of
every kind, compoundel by insengtivity and brazen hardness of heart. Another trandation
of 1 Peter 2:24is; e himself carried up our sinsin his bodyto the treedN to the place of
God@® curse (cf. Deut. 21:22E23; Gal. 3:13P14). He became us God @nade him to besin
who knew no sinGfor our sake (2 Cor. 5:21); Gy sending his own Son in the likeness of
sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, [God] condenned sin in the fleshO(Rom. 8:3)N in our
flesh, that hehad taken on as his. Christ became @ucurse for us)(Gal. 3:13).

We have nothing to compare tha with. The nearest we come to it is in the Old
Testament sacrifices, where you took one of your best animals, and you broughtit to the
priest at thetemple, and you laid your hand onit, to say: (This animal isme, and | am this
animal O Then its throa was cut, and the blood flowed, and the animal was diced up and
placed on the buming atar, and you saw yourself there goupin flames (seee.g. Lev. 1.3



9). Except that Gt is impossible for the blood of bulls and goas to take away sins)(Heb.
10:4)N you are still standing there, when you are the onewho should have died. But now
@usingle sacrifice for sinsQ(Heb. 10:12) has been madeN JesusOdesth is spoken of in this
way. Jesus has come and said: @ am you, and you are meO Christ . . . throughthe eternd
Spirit offered himself withou blemish to GodQ(Heb. 9:14); and Ghe LORD has laid on
him theiniquity of usalQ(Isa. 53:6). Andit is by God®@will that we have been sandtified
throughthe offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for allQ(Heb. 10:10), such tha what
Jesus said is now true of us Gnyonewho hears my word and bdieves him who sent me
has eternd life, and does not come unde judgment, but has passed from death to lifeO
(John5:24). &orQ as Paul says, Ahoever has died is judified from sinQ(Rom. 6:7; literal
trandation).

So Paul said: @ have been crudfied with ChristO Let us not try and work out how that
mightbeso. Let usnottry to explain it or illudrateit. Let usnot philosophise aboutit. Let
usbdieve tha thisis soN thisis wha God has dore with usin Christ.

ALL HAVE DIED

God has donethis not just with us, but with the entire human race. Thisis wha Paul aso
said:

the love of Christ urges us on, because we are convinced that one has died for dl; therefore all have died
(2 Cor. 5:14).

Where does he get tha from? Jesussaid:

Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out. And I, when | am
lifted up from the earth, will draw &l people to myself (John 12:31882).

Some commentators say tha @l1Owho ave diedOand @Il peopleOwho are drawn to
Jesus here means all thos who will later bdieve and be saved.# Paul in Romans 6 says
(literally) @ur old man [anthropos, i.e. Adam] was crudfied with himO(Rom. 6:6). This
connoks the whole humen race. Jesus here is talking in similarly universal terms of Ghe
judgmrent of this worldO The condemnation to desth by God of every guilty sinne in the
world is wha Jesus is taking himself into, and that will indude everyone whethe they
later repent and bdieve and are saved, and so have the bendit of it, or not Jesusistalking
aboutan action by which Gheruler of thisworld [by which he means Satan] will bedriven
outd When all of ussinnas have been purged of our sin in tha judgement of the cross,
and our guilt removed, then Satan will have nothing any more to accuse us of, and any
power he has over uswill be broken. Christ is the onewho has entered Ghe suffering of
death, so tha by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone. . . so tha through
death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, tha is, the devil, and free
those who all their lives were hed in davery by the fear of deathQ(Heb. 2:9, 14P15). This
Qear of deathOis the fear of accusation and judgement (see Heb. 9:27). For thos of us
who are in Christ, this is now past. Some commentators say tha Jesus being Qifted up
from the earthOhas a reference to JesusOrising from desth and being exalted in the

4 Ralph P. Martin, 2 Corinthians, Word Biblical Commentary, vol. 40, Word Books, Dallas, 1986, p. 131: GOAll
diedO. . . signifies those who accept JesusO This reduces the notion to Ghe GymbolicOdeath that Christians die to self
based on Christ@® death to sin (Barrett, 169)Gand a voluntary laying down of self. Leon Morris, The Gospel According
to John, Eerdmans, Grand Rapids, 1971, pp. 598f., assumes the drawing is to faith rather than to judgement, and so
logically narrows it to those drawn later to believe (as in 6:44) @nly by virtue of that death®



heavens and tha people will be drawn to Jesus in that.> However true that may be, John
isvery specific asto wha Jesus meant by beng Qifted upO

He said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die (John 12:33).6

The drawing of all people to himself was in the crossN into that judgement of the world
and that driving-out of Satan. It is this Qove of ChristQ by which hetotally identified with
us so as to become us in tha judgement, with us there in himN @ne has died for all;
therefore al have died@ this love now constrains us, who have been thus recondled to
Godin Christ, to ersuade othersGand take the message of this recondliation to theworld
(see 2 Cor. 5:11EP1).

NO OTHER WAY

There is no way aroundtha judgement. There is no other way of bdonging to Christ.
Only if we have died with him, will we also live with him (see 2 Tim. 2:11). Jesus said
before his desth:

If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me
(Mark 8:34).

Jesus was not usng the cross as a metaphorfor daly sufferingsand hard timesiin life. All
his hearers knew wha it meant to take up a cross. it meant to be on your way to
executionN to be crudfied with Christ. And if Jesus said, as Luke records it, Qet
them . . . take up their cross dailyO(Luke 9:23), then he meant that this reality of having
been crudfied with Christ is to be lived in every day. There is no way we can preserve
ourselves from thisN as Jesussaid:

those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake
of the gospel, will save it (Mark 8:35).

He was not talking just about Ghe noble army of martyrs\ he was talking about every
Chrigtian bdiever crudfied with Christ throughthe action of the cross and the gospd that
announesit.

(In later studies we may look at when it was that we were crudfied with Christ, and how
tha might figure in our experience, and how we are to regard and condud ourselves in

S George R. Beasey-Murray, John, Word Biblical Commentary, vol. 36 (2nd ed.), Thomas Nelson, Nashville,
1999: (rhe lifting up is not simply on the cross, but via the cross to the throne of heaven. The thought is not that Jesus
will draw all to his cross, but that he will draw al fo himself as the crucified and exalted RedeemerO(p. 214). This
requires an extended interpretation of v. 33, as Mot alone of death, but of a specia form of death as one in which he will
be Qifted upOfrom the earth in order to be Qifted upOto heaven; crucifixion is clearly in view, and Christian readers are
expected to understand its pointer to the throne of heaven®(p. 215). Leon Morris (The Gospel According to John, pp.
598f.) does say: On this Gospel, Qifting upOaways refers to the cross® but then he says, CThis, of course, is not to be
understood as though the exaltation were excluded® He does not say whether the ®f courseOrefers to a textua or an
assumed necessity. C. H. Dodd draws attention to the double meaning Joseph gives to Pharach will lift up your head@in
the case of the butler (preferment) and the baker (decapitation!) in Gen. 40, but this seems a little far-fetched (Beadey-
Murray, p. 214).

6 The crowd in v. 34 indicate that they fully expected the Messiah to be exalted, and to live Gorever® The affront,
that they did not expect, but which they understood well from what Jesus had just said, was that he would be Gifted up®
on across, and so would die.



this life, and in the life to come, because of tha. This will need involve aso some
undestanding of what it is as human bengsto die, andto live truly.)

Questions for Discussion

What has it meant to us to have been crucified with Christ?
What has it meant to us to know Jesus as our substitute, or our representative?

What have been our difficulties in truly representing what happened on the cross?



